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q ACCOUNT || 


OF THE 


Life, Convincement, Suffers. 
ings, Labours and T ravels, 


OF THAT _ 


Faithful ELDER and MINISTER 
of CngisT JESUS, 1 


Chriſtopher K Yory, 


Who was convinced of the Bleſſed 
Truth in the Year 1672, called into 
the Work of the Miniſtry in 1677, 
and finiſhed his Courſe in 1720. 
A MINISTER about 43 Years; 


"Buy the Path of the he Fuſt, is 4s the ; ſhining Ticks 1 
that ſhinerh more and more unto the per felt Be. 1 
Prov. Ch. 4. Ver. 18. 

Mark the perfe® Man, and bebold the Upright 5 
fer the End of that Man js Peace. Plal. 374 Ver. 37. 
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' cies: And to be ſure the Loſs of 


Bridget Story TE STL. 
MONT concerning ber 
Dear Husband: 


of all good Gifts, and from 


whom all our Mercies and Blef- 


ſings proceed, did gracioully fa- 
vour me with the Priviledge of 


this my dear Husband, whoſe 
Company and Fellowſhip whiltt 
I enjoyed, was by me eſteemad, WE 


as the greateſt of Temporal Mer- 


ſuch a worthy Husband affects 
my Heart with great Sorrow ; 


but in Conſideration that 
Loſs, tho? very great, e B, 
I firmly believe, his unſpeakable - 
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HE Lord who is the Giver Ml 


(i) 


Gain; I am therefore made to 
- bleſs the Lord, who gives and 
takes away at his Pleaſure. We 
lived together in a Married State 
upwards of Fifty Years, in true 
Love and ſweet Concord. It 


pleaſed God a few Years after 


our being married, to vifit my 


dear Husband with the Day- 


Spring from on High, and his 


Viſitation of Love had ſuch good 
Effect upon him, as to bring 


him. under the juſt Judgments of 


God for Sin. And notwith- 
ſtanding his being religiouſly in- 
clined from his Youth, yet when 
| the Lord was pleaſed to open 
his Underſtanding, he ſaw his 


| Building muſt all be thrown 
| down, being not upon the True 


| Foundation; and being truly hum- 
{ "bled before the Lord, he wil- 


tiagly bowed under the Yoke of 
| Chrift, and took up his daily 
| : Croſs, 
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Croſs, and thereby became a Di- 
ſciple and Follower of him: If 
And the Lord having fitted and 
prepared lim for his Service, in 
his own due Time endued him 
with a Gift of the Miniſtry, be- 

| ing One of the firſt that was 

raiſed up in that Service in this 

Part of the Country; and con- 

tinuing in Faithfulneſs both in 

Doing and alſo in Suffering, 

which ſoon fell to be his Lot, 

he became very ſerviceable a- 

mongſt his Brethren, who were 

then but few in. Number in thoſe 

Parts. And the Lord was pleas + 

ſed to lay a farther Concern up- 

on him to viſit the Churches in 
divers Places in this Nation, as 
alſo in Scotland and reland ſeveral Wl 

Times. And I doubt got but his 

Labour of Love was hleſſed, he Wi 

being endued with a Gift of the 

Miniſtry that was not only plain, 
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but 


God, as a ſweet Shower upon 
the tender Graſs, whereby they 
were comforted, and refreſhed in 
the Lord: His Care, I am very 
ſenſible, was great over the 
Churches of Chrift, that they 
might all be preſerved in true 
Love and Unity: And the Lord 
was pleaſed to furniſh him with 
an excellent Underſtanding in the 
Affairs relating to the Diſcipline 
of the Church, and the good Or. 


| attending fuch Meetings ; and his 
good Conduct, blameleſs Conver- 
fation, and the Authority he was 
endued with, gave him great 
room amongſt his Brethren, who 
much loved and honoured him. 
And I may truly ſay it is not 
within the Reach of my Capa- 
| city 


powerful and edifying, and 
oſten fell upon the Heritage of 


der eſtabliſned therein: He was 
very*diltgent and unwearied in 
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* 
city to ſet forth the Worth of this 
my dear Husband, who was, 1 
believe, one of the Worthies in 
Iſrael; yet I thought it my Du- 
ty to pay this to his Memory, 
tho? it be but as a Mate, for to 
be ſure it was my Happineſs. to 
have ſuch an one, who was not 
only an Husband, but even to me 


as a Nurſing Father, and a. ten- WW 


der and watchful Father over our 
Children. The Remembrance of 
the many ſweet and comfortable 
Times that I have enjoyed with 
him among the Lord's People, 
gives me Occaſion to bleſs: the 
Lord, and alſo humbly+ to beg ot 
him to raiſe up others in the 
room of him, and __ more of 
our worthy Ancients who are re- 
moved from us, to ſtand as faith» 
ful Teſtimony - Bearers, for his 
Name and Truth upon the Earth, 
that the Lord's great Work that 
„44 be 


to Mute 

he has begun may go on and 
proſper, and many may be turn- 
ed to him. And as this my dear 
Husband was a Pattern of Hu- 
mility and good Conduct in his 


ſo likewiſe he was exemplary in 
the Time of his laſt IIlneſs, pa- 
tiently bearing his Affliction: 
His Diſtemper was not very vio- 
lent; but as it ſeemed of the 


{ _ continued to attend Meetings ve- 
| ry diligently, ſo long as natural 
Strength admitted, and many 
Times appeared in Teſtimony 
| very ſweet and lively, tho' very 
| - weak in Body. He dyed the 


and was buried the 8th Day- of 
the ſame, at Friends Burying- 
Place at Hetherſide, being ac- 


Family in the Time of his Health; 


Nature of a Conſumption, he 


6th Day of the 11th Month 1720, 


company'd thither with a very 
l. 225 great 


(vii) 


others. 


great Number of Friends and 


o . - 


The TESTIMONT of 


ſeveral of his Children. 
WE think it our Duty to fay 


a little as a Teſtimony ta 
the Memory of our dear and 


worthy Father, having frequent. 


and near Opportunities to ablerye * ME 

him. We can fay that he be- 

ha ved himſelf as a Man ef God, 

not — to ſuch of us as Were 
is 


under Fatherly Education, 
but even to all he — concerned 


with, in a winning and truly 
Chriſtian Deportment amongſt his 
Neighbours, = whom he was 


_ ſerviceable, being of a good 
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Underſtanding, and capable to 


glve pertinent Advice in difficult 
Caſes, and this he did chearfully 
and gravely: And being more 
excellently furniſhed for a greater 
Service, a Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel being committed to him, 


he was a faithful Labourer there- 


in, not only in our own Meeting, 
and in our County, but alſo at 
ſundry Times in many other 
Meetings in this and other Na- 


tions, as Scotland and Ireland: 
And we doubt not but his La- 


bour. in the Goſpel, which he 
preached freely, was well received, 
for being ſound in Doctrine and 
Judgment, he delivered his Te- 
ſſtimony in ſuch Plainneſs as was 
| intelligible to mean Capacities, yet 
attended with a good Share of 
| Goſpel Authority. And as he was 
one of the firſt in this our Coun- 
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try that received a Share of the 


Miniſtry, 
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Miniſtry, he diſcharged himſelf 


faithfully amongſt his Brethren. 
And towards the latter Part of 
his Time; it became much his 
Concern to have Meetings many 


Times in freſh Places, both in 


our own Country, and in the Bor- 
der of Scotland ; and tho? he, with 


others, at ſuch Places, did caſt their 


Bread upon theWaters, we hope it 
will again appear after many 


Days. And as his Conduct and 


Converſation was very exempla- 


ry, ſo he was truly ſerviceable to 
a great Degree in the Affairs of 


the Church, zealous for the pro- 


moting of good Order, and main» 


taining of Peace and Unity, be- 
ing himſelf of .an humble and 


peaceable Spirit; :he wg 10 


tender over the weak, and, fuc 

as might be overtaken in à Fault, 
and in much Meekneſs would 
have laboured to reſtore ſu 


ch; 
yet 
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yet a Terror to the Wilful and 


Stubborn, againſt whom he was 


zealous. An Elder he was that 
ruled well in the Church of 
Chriſt, and was worthy of double 
Honour, __—_— governed well 
in his own Houle, and diſcharged 
himſelf faithfully amongſt his 
Children, as well in Example as 
in good Advice, in much Tender- 
neſs and Fatherly Compaſſion, 
and not in Roughneſs and Harſh- 
neſs, yet with due Authority, 
which he maintained in much 
Meekneſs, and was ready to 
ſtrengthen and encourage his Chil- 
dren in every good Thing, and 
to diſcourage every Appearance of 
Evil. As his Concern —_ times 


was to bear a noble Teſtimony. 
againſt Pride and Superfluity, 


(two apparent and growing Evils 
in this Day) ſo he was not want- 


ing to have a due. Regard ** 
his 
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(xi) 


his own Family, that nothing of 
that pernicious Nature might take 


Root among them; Plainneſs and 
Decency he practiſed and encou- 
raged; Idleneſs and Slothfulneſs 
he much diſcouraged, being him- 
ſelf frugal, yet liberal and labo- 
rious, .yet looſe from the World 
to attend -the Lord's Buſineſs, 
which was his chief Concern, and 
remained ſo to be while he had 
Strength to attend Meetings, of- 
ten appearing in Teſtimony even 
in his laſt IIlneſs, in a living 
Sweetneſs, to the Encouraging 
of the Faithful. And his Di- 
ſtemper being lingring, we had 
frequent Occaſion to be with 
him, which was to our Comfort 
to obſerve his great Patience and 
Contentment in bearing his Af- 
fliction, and his continued Care 
over us, in giving wholeſome 
and tender Advice. And though 
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( xii ) 


the Loſs of ſuch a worthy Fa- 
ther is very great, yet that which 
makes it more eaſy is, that we be: 
lie ve it his great Gain, having, we 
firmly believe, finiſhed his Day's. 
Work in his Day, and enter'd into 
Reſt with the Lord; and we pray 
to the Lord to raiſe up many ſuch 
valiant Workmen in his Vineyard, 
that his Work may go on in the 
Earth, and many may be gathered. 
He departed this Life the 6th Day 
of the 11th Month 1720, and was 
buried the 8th Day of the ſame, be- 
ing accompanied to Friends Burial- 
Place at Hetherſide, by a great 
Number of Friends nnd; others. 
Robert Latimer, 
Thomas Scott, 
Richard Waite, 


If / A ANThomas Blamire, 
8215 AD Rachel Scott, ; 


FN Abigail Waite ; 
= Soft Deborah Blamire, 
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Aaron Atkinſon's TEST 12 
MONT concerning Chri- 
ſtopher Stor). 


Am under a Concern of Mind 
in Gratitude and Juſtice to the 
Memory of my deceaſed Friend, 
who was the Inſtrument in the 
Lord's Hand for my Convince- 
ment: In the Year 1688, I went 
to an Evening - Meeting held at 
the Houſe of Chri/? ple T cp — | 
Hetherſide in the Pariſh | 
linton and County of Sten | 
where my Friend Chriſtopher Story 7 
declared Truth, and preached 
the Everlaſting Goſpel i in the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit and 
power of God; at which Time 

I was effectualiy reached, clearly 
convinced, and full reſolved ne- 
ver to depart from it. The next 
Morning 


— 


( xiv ) 
Morning this meek Man of God 
came to where I was, and ſet 
me on my Way, and tenderly 
dropt Matter ſuitable to the 
Condition I was then in, to my 
Comfort and Encouragement; he 
continued in Love, and was a 
Father in Chriſt to me; and my 
Spirit was ſubject to him, as his 
Son in the Lord: I ſincerely 
loved him, and had Eaſe under 
him, and preferred him in Meet- 
ings of Worſhip and Buſineſs; 
and I do not remember that 1 
ever was in a Meeting where his 
Mouth was opened, but he ad- 
ded ſomething to me. After it 
pleaſed God to concern me to de- 
clare Truth, I ſeveral Times 
travelled with this my dear 
Friend, and he was a great Help 
to me in my Exerciſe; I could 
freely lay both my Strength and 
Weakneſs open to him to judge 
ON. 
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(x) 
on, He was a good Example m 
Self Denial, Humility, and Tem- 
perance, a true Chriſtian, a qua- 
lified Eldef, and a gifted Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, by whom God 
was pleaſed to Edify his Church: 
He was a wiſe Man, and un- 
derſtanding in Things of this 
Life alſo; and was very fſer- 
viceable among Friends in weigh- 
ty Matters. I often with Satis- 
faction beheld his Innocency and 
great Patience, and how bearing 
in the Time of Provocation he 
was for the Churches Peace, and 
careful, when he ſpoke to Mat- 
ters, not to give Offence to his 
Brethren. He was ſo preſerved 
in the peaceable Spirit of Chriſt, 
in the Management of the Af 
fairs of the Church, that there 
was an Ear open in it to hear 
him to his dying Day. And 
without doubt, thoſe that were 
| zjoyned 


(xvi) N 
joyned with him in a Concern 
for Tons Proſperity, and Jeru- 
ſalem's Welfare, will feel the Be: 
Loſs of him. I éviſiced this my 0 
Friend in the Time of his II- 
neſs, and I found him well in 
the Lord, and I had true Unity 1 
with him; and I am ſatisfied he 
is centred into Everlaſting Reſt; 
and the Lord who in Love 
and Mercy raiſed him up, and 
made him ferviceable in his Ge- 
neration, & able to bring up 
others in his ſtead to anſwer 
the ſame Service, to the Ho- wer 
nour and Glory of his own Gen 
Name. 


Aaron Atkinſon. end 


Leeds, the 2aft of the | ny « 
2d Month, 1721. us, v 


a able 
Benjamin 


2. 


- — ˙ — — — 4 — — 
( vii) 


Benjamin Holme's TE &. 
TIMONT concerning 
his Beloved Friend Chri- 
ſtopher Story. = 


45 . 


HE Removal of thfs our 
dear Friend, with ſome 
others who have been taken a- 
way in that County of late 
Years, and divers others in ſeve- 
ral Parts of the Nation, that 
were good Inſtruments in their 
Generation, is a great Loſs to 
the Church of Chriſt: May we 
that ſurvive, daily wait to be 
endued with the ſame Divine 
Power and Spirit, by which mas 
ny of them that are taken from 
us, were made eminently. ſervices -_ 
able in the Church of Chriſt, that. 
ſo there may be faithful Witneſſes  _ Mil 
tor the Lord from Age to Age. 


To 
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To be ſure it was well-pleaſing | 


to God, that Eliſha requeſted to 


have a double Portion of the 


ſame Spirit which was upon 
Elijah; and the Lord being gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to endue him with 


a large Share thereof, he was In- 
ſtrumental by it to do wonder- 
ful great Things for the Lord. 
It was by the Power of the ſame 
Divine Spirit, .that the Miniſtry 


- of this our deceaſed Friend 


was made very Comfortable and 


Edifying to many; and through 
his waiting to be endued with 
that Divine Wiſdom which comes 


from Above, he was made great- 
ly Inftrumental to promote good 
Order in the Church of Chriſt, 


being gifted that Way beyond 


many others. As he was a Man 


of great Sincerity, and an Ex- 
ample of Piety and Godlineſs, 
there is no doubt but that 11 
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End is Peace. That we may all 
of us that ſurvive, fully follow 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt while we 
have a Being here, that in the 
End we _ have a Part amongſt 
them that have faithfully ſerved 
the Lord in their Generation, is 
the ſincere Deſire of him that 
Wiſhes the Salvation of the Chil- 
dren of Men univerſally. 


Benjamin Holme. 


The 28th of the 10th Mouth, 1723. 
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A BRIEFE 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


LI F E. Sc. 
Chriſtopher Story. 


13 born at Rigbead, in the Pa- 


riſh of Kirklinton in Cumberland, 
about ſix Miles from Cs 3 

and near as much from Scotland; 
the Beginning of the 4th Month, 
1648. My Father's Name, was Thomas 
Srory, a younger Brother of the Fami- 
ly of the Story's, that liv'd at Lake, 
in that Pariſh ; My Mother's Name, 
*was Elizabeth Parret, Eldeſt Daugh- 
ter of Chriſtopher Ferret, who had 
| A been 


(2) 
been Prieſt of the ſame Pariſh, and 
ing an induſtrious Man in the 
Creation, he bought that Eſtate of 
Land, which I now poſſeſs, and 
improved it to a good Degree; and 
T being the only Son, my Father and 


Mother had, that lived to grow up, 


they began betimes to give me Edu- 
cation, and I, exceeding ſeveral of 
my Equals in Learning and Sobrie- 
ty, gained Favour of moſt that 

knew me. | 

My Father, having been Servant, 
to one Philip - Muſgrave, of Eanil 
Hall, Knight, (of an Ancient Fami- 
Iy in the County of Cumberland) who 
in the Time of the Civil Var be- 
tween the Aing and Parliament, was 
for the King, underwent many 7eopar- 
dies, to the Hazard of his Life; 
but when King Charles the Second 
was reſtored to the Crown, the ſaid 
Philip Muſgrave being in Favour 
with him, had great Places of Profit 


and Truſt under the Government, 
And then he rewarded my Father, for 


| his 


his former Service; and I being ſome-. 
times with my Father, when he went 


Breeding and good Manners, (as they 
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to ſee him ; he ordered him, to ſend 
me to his Houſe, at ſuch Times in the 
Year, as he thought beſt, to learn 


call it) and being ſeveral Times 
with him, at one Time he ſaid to 
my Father, he had a Son to ſend. to 
the Univerſity, about my Age; and 
if he would fit me with Tearning, 
ſuitable for that Place, he would 
ſend me thither with his Son, and 
bear my Charge. - i 
At School I was kept, untill the WY 
Time I wasto, have gone away, but 
when it came, my Mother was not 
willing, and her Reaſon was this, 
if I ſhould be Educated at the Col- 
ledge, it was much, if I ever cane 
to live in the Country; and it might 
happen, thit I would ſell the Land,. 
and Jive elſewhere ; and conſidering 
1 was like to have ſufficient to live up- 
on; ſhe would not confent I ſhould. 
go. * 
And now I may ſay, that God; 
A2 who 
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who created Man in his own J. 
mage, for a Purpoſe of his Glory, 
hath Regard unto him, as he is the 
Workmanſhip of his Hand, and. to 
his future Happineſs; as doth ap- 
pear by his Patience and Long ſuffe- 
ring, which hath led many to Re- 


pentance ; notwithſtanding their for- 


mer D:ſobedience and Rebellion, to his 
Law written in their Hearts, and his 
good Spirit, that he hath put in 
their Inward Parts, 

And amongſt the many Thou- 
ſands of the Diſobedient and Re- 
bellious, unto whom the Lord in his 
Love, and unſpeakable Kindneſs, 
extended Mercy, in and through 
his dear Son, Chriſt Jeſus, I was one 


whom the Lord called by his 


Grace and good Spirit, when I was 
young 1n Years, and preſerved me 


from many Evils, which I was prone 


to, as well as others, and ſcarce 
knew it was the Lord, but felt there 
was. that near me, and with me 
from a Child, that inclined my Heart 
to ſeek aiter the Lord, and to * 

the 
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the holy Scriptures. As I grew up 
to Years of Underſtanding, I was 
ſober and more moderate than ſome 
others, tho* the Place of my Abode 
was in the Border of England; where 
Wickedneſs of the groſſeſt Sort had 
ſwell'd to that Height, that Thefe, 
Robbery and Blood-ſhed, with ma- 
ny other crying Sins, were fo very -- 
frequent amongſt People, that Hell (ix 
that Senſe) had open'd her Mouth, 
the Remembrance of which, much af- 
tects my Heart with Sorrow: When 
F think of ſuch as are gone, who 
were but an Age before me, and ſeve- 
ral others, that are largely made 
Partakers of the Mercy of God; that 
the Lord in, his free Love, ſhould 
pluck us, as Brands out of the Fire, 
and preſerve us from thoſe groſs E. 
vil, which Generations before us 
were found in, is ſuch an Obligati- 
on, as is never to be forgotten, _ 
And as the Lord was pleaſed to get 
himſelf a Name in the Earth, in 
calling us to be a People, to bis 
A3 Praiſe 
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Praiſe. who were as the Outcafls of 
the Nation, he hegan to work in 
the Hearts of à young Generation, 
when but tender in Age, of which, 


'T was one: And tho' we were ſhort 


of having-an Eye unto the Lord, in 
all our Undertakings, yet the Lord 
was not ſhort in having an Eye over 
his for good; and tho' I was brought 
up in a Publick Houſe, my Father 
and Mother keeping an Inn, where 
People of many Sorts reſorted; yet 
the Lord preſerved me, beyond ma- 


ny, from the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 


and the exceſſive Smoaking of Tobacco 


I never loved. 
Yet as I grew in Years, I was drawn 


forth after the vain Paſtimes, which 
are in the World; as vain ſhooting 
with Guns, and Bows, and follow- 


ing them that played at Cards, and 
I was ſucceſsful in playing, and my 


Mind as much taken with that fool- 
iſh Practice, as moſt Things, and for 
this the Lord gave me a ſore Re- 
buke, in my ſelf, that I was ſenſi⸗ 
ble of Trouble of Conſcience for ma- 

oy 
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gan to enter my Mind, that I durſt 


r . Reg 


and it was Time enough for me to be 
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ny Days, and was conſulting with 
my ſelf, what to do, not knowing 
of one Man, that judged the Thing 
unlawful to be done. The old Enemy 
appeared in my Heart, and brought. 
a fair Pretence with him, that 1 
miglit ſafely play at any Time, except 
the Firſt Days at Night, that being 
a Practice amongſt us, and this gave 
me alittle Eaſe for a Time; and 
I obſerved it, and then a Fear be- 


not joyn with young People in their 
Paſtimes, and Light began more to 
appear, and I ſaw, we muſt be more 
Religious than formerly; but the 
Old Enemy would ſhew me, that 


I was young, and might live long, 


Religious, when I was married; and 
here I reſted for ſome Years, often 
under Trouble, believing I muſt live 
more Godly, otherwiſe not enter God”; 


Kingdom: And when I was about 


Eighteen Years of Ape, my Father 
and Mother, having no other Child 
but me, were deſirous I ſhould mar- 
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ry a young Woman, whoſe Parents 
were of good Repure in the Country; 
and a weighty Concern it was to me, 
and under the Senſe of the Weight 
thereof, I prayed to the Lord in the 
Night Seaſon, that if it were for our 
Good, it might come to paſs, and if 
not, it might not be ſo; About this 
Time, my Heart came to be more and 
more opened, and I faw the Danger 
of Poverty and Riches, and at a 
certain Time, I retired, and the 
Saying of the Viſeman came into 
my Remembrance, and I prayed to 
the Lord, to give me neither Poverty 
nor Riches, for I ſaw there was 
Danger on both Hands; and tho? I 
deſired to keep Company with thoſe 
that were moſt ſober, yet was I often 
under great AHiction of Mind. 
And when I was at any Time one 
with the Prophane, if I partook of 
their Foy at Night, Sorrow came in 
the Morning; and while I remained 
here, a great Fever: being in the 
Country, and many dying, when 
it 
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it entred my Houſe, and my Wife 
was taken ill of it, I was perſwaded 
to go to a Voman who was blind, and 
pretended ſhe could do great Things; 
of Her I enquired if I ſhould 
take the Diflemper, (ſhe being 
one, who undertook to tell what 
would come to paſs) ſhe told me, 
no, and I believed her, but when 
the Lord viſited me with Sickneſs, 
my Diſobedience on the one Hand, 
and my believing her (which I lookt 
 npon adifiruſting of 604) on the other, 
brought ſuch Horror. and Trouble of 
Mind upon me, that I concluded, if 1 
ſhould then dye, there was no Hopes 
of Aſercy for me, and my Mother being 
in great Trouble for me, would have 
comforted me with this, that F 
exceeded others in ny Liſe and Con- 
verſation, but I could not believe 
there was any Favour at the Lord's 
Hand for me, except he ſhould 
reſtore me to my Health, and- I be- 
come a new Man, and I ſaw I was not 
to regard Southſayers, or ſuch as pre- 
tend to tell Things to came, and they 

945 themſelves 
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themſelves out of the Life of Rigb- 
teouſneſs ; Under a Senſe of this 
great Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of Soul 
and Spirit; I cryed mightily unto- 
the Lord; that he would ſpare me 
yet a while, and that Saying came 


into my Mind, tbe Prayer of the 


Righteous availeth much, and know- 
ing no better but the Prieſt might 
be one of them, whom the Lord 
would hear, I had a Mind he ſhould 
come; but when he came, he want- 
ed his Book, and could not pray, ſo 
that 1 was diſappointed, but may 
ſay, though all other Helps failed, yet 
the Lord never failed, for he was plea- 
ſed to reſtore me, and when reſtor- 
ed, inclined my Heart to ſeek after 
him, and I thought it my Duty of- 
ten to pray to the Lord, in ſe- 
cret Places, to ſhew me his Way, 
wherein I ſhould walk, for I was 
ſatisfied I was out of the Way; 
becauſe of the Trouble of Mind 
I was under, from Time to Time; 
and whereas Prayer ſeemed to me 
to be a Duty, 1 thought it my 

| Place 
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Place ' to wait upon the Lord, 
to feel what would open upon. 
my Mind, to ſupplicate the Lord: 
for, and not to pray in Form; but 
having little Anſwer from the Lord 
of Well-done, I wearied, and I ſaw: 
I more and more became formal in 
wy Prayers, and my Diſtreſs increa- 
ſed, then I began to doubt I had not 
been ſo diligent as I ſhould have 
been in my Devotion in the Time of. 
our Worſhip, tho” I frequently went; 
fo I reſolved, for the Time to come, . 
I would go to Church with the firſt, 
and hear and obſerve every Word 
the Prieſt ſaid; for I ſaw what I 
could do, ſignified little: And as T 
was not to ſing, neither durſt I open 
my Mouth as others did, but ſat ſo- 
litarily. Then the Lord ſhewed me 
the Effects of the Prieſts Miniſtry”: 
They could tell what Sin was, and 
what would be the Reward of the 
Righteous; and what would be the 
Reward of the Wicked; but how- 
to come out of Sin, which was the 
Thing I wanted to know; here they 

A- leit 
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left me at a Loſs, and this leſſened 
their Eſteem in my Eye, I read 
much of the Scriptures, and could 
| talk of them. 
In this Time of Diſtreſs, the Lord 
ſent his Servants amongſt us; and at 


| 2 Place called Long-Town there was 


-a Meeting appointed, which being 
about three Miles from the Place of 
my; Abode, I never heard of it till 
I was come to the Church, (ſo call'd) 
it being the firſt Day of the Week; 
and when I heard of this Meeting, 
there was ſuch an Inclination in me 
to go to it, tho' it was a little paſt 
Time, that I went in great Haſte, 
and when I came, the Friend (whoſe 
Name was John Wilkinſon) was Preach- 
ing, who had formerly been an Ir- 
dependent Preacher; but I, being ſo 
much hurried, and having an Eye out 
to the Exerciſe ſome were under, 
was but a little reached; yet 
had a great Deſire to have ſpoken 
with the Friend; and went into the 
Inn among Friends, hoping to get 
ſome Diſcourſe, but being not oy the 
| | ame 
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ſame Room with him, was fruſtra- 
ted. And tho I was but a little 
reached, yet what he ſaid, was 
afterwards brought into my Remem- 
brance, and it wrought like Leaven, 
and I ſearched the Scriptures, and 

thought to have Reft there. 

Another Meeting being appointed 
about a Mile off, there was full No- 
tice of it, to which many went; 
and Robert Barclay going Northward, 
hearing of the Meeting, came, and 
ſpoke the Word of Truth excellently 
to the People, that I could have ſaid 
Amen to ſeveral Things; and amongſt 
the reſt, he ſaid, If a Man could be- 
gin at Geneſis, and repeat all the 
Scriptures to the End of the Revela- 
tions, and was not led and guided by a 
Meaſure of that Spirit by which” the 
Scriptures were given forth, it would 

avail- him nothing. And then I ſaw, 
all that Thad, àvailed nothing. And 
after the Meeting was over, and 
Friends and People about to part, 
there came a young Prieſt and bi- 
tered ſome Diſcourſe; and F "_ 1 

| ward 
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forward, having read much of the 
Scriptures, was willing to joyn with 
the Prieft againſt Friends; but Ro- 
bert Barclay perceiving there was 
little good to be done, for there was 
like to be an Uproar among the Peo- 
ple, ſome ſhouting and making a 


| Noiſe, for there were many Sorts of 


People, he took his-Horſe and went 
away. But ſome Friends, perceiving 
J was forward in Diſcourſe, caſt 
themſelves in my Way; and another 
young Prieſt that had been at the 
Meeting, took Part with me; and 
in the Hearing of many, we difſ- 


'courſed about many Things; and I 
ſaw clearly that Friends were too 


hard for us, tho* I would not ac- 
knowledge it: And I put on a Reſo- 
lution, I would never more diſpute 
publickly with Friends. ; 
And being come Home, under 
great Exerciſe what to do, I ſearched 
the Scriptures, and read much; and 

J wanted to be informed concer nin 
many Things that Friends held. And 
in this Time Friends. appointed _ 
tner 


(15) 
ther Meeting about a Quarter of a 
Mile from my Abode, and I had 
many ſerious Thoughts what to do; 
and at laſt I reſolved I would go to 
the Meeting, and get near the Pub- 
lick Friends, and hear every Word 
they faid; and if I liked them well, 
I would invite them to my Houſe, 
on purpoſe to diſcourſe them pri- 
vately about feveral Things. And 
while I was under this Reſolution, 
one that had profeſſed Truth, but 
had proved unfaithful, coming to 
work at my Houſe, we preſently 
began to diſcourfe about Religion, 
tho' 7 took little Notice of him, be- 
cauſe of his Miſcarriages; but when 
he perceived I was diffatisfied with 
the Prieſts and their Doctrine, he 
went away Home, and brought me a 
little Book written by Francis Hom- 
gill, the Title of it was, Myſtery, Baby- 
lon the Mother of Harlots. The Reading 
wheleof ſatisfied me much, and drew 
me nearer in my Mind to Friends 
and after J began to ſay to him, 
Doſt thou think if 1 ſhould invite our 
| Friends 
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Friends to my Houſe, they would come 
with ne? He anſwer'd, If I did ſo, w 
J would do well; and farther added, cc 
That they that gave but a Cup of cold re; 
' Water in the Name of a Diſciple, it 
ſhould not loſe their Reward, The an 


Meeting-day came, and many People ha 
flocked to the Meeting; and dili- on 
gent I was to hear the Teſtimony of an 
Truth; and Thomas Carleton, one of an 
.a ſweet Countenance (as 1 remember) as] 


ſpake concerning the Spirit of (w 
Truth being come that convinceth 
the World of Sin, this being taken 
heed unto, would lead out of all 
Sin; of which Words I was hear- 
tily glad, for I ſaid in my ſelf, I 
bave had that from a Child that con- 
demn'd me for Sin, and if this be 
ſufficient to lead out of Sin, this was 
what JI long wanted. The Meeting 
parted, and People going homeward, 
J went away ſerious; and when gone 
about two hundred Yards from the 
Place where the Meeting was held 
it ſuddenly, came into my Mind 
what 1 had been thinking of the 
3 | | Week 
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Week before; and I ſtood ſtill to 
conſider what todo; and began to 
reaſon they wereStrangers to me, and 
it was not ſafe to meddle with them; 
and 1 began to go homeward, and 
had gone but a little Way, till I met 
one that was convinced that 1 knew; 
and he asked me about the Meeting; 
and ſpeaking of my Satisfaction, I. 
asked him, it he thought the Friends 
(who were Thomas Carleton and Tho- 
mas Lang born) would go Home with 
me, for the Thing was preſſing up- 
on my Mind. Said he, Shall I tell 
them? I ſaid, He might. After he was 
gone, I began to reaſon, and I was 
much afraid 1ſhould have miſſed my 
way, but thought Twould ſtand ftill 
to ſee what they would do; and 
when they came near, a mighty 
Dread ſeized upon me, and I had 
much ado to contain from ſhaking 
and trembling, that IT abhorced my 
ſel But when the Friends. came 
and took me by the Hand, apd ask- 
ed me, if 1 was willing they ſhould 
go with me? When I reply'd, I 
was 
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was; my Strength came to me a- 
gain; and going Home to my Houſe, 
tho' my Wife was ſo near to be de- 
liver'd, that in four Days ſhe brought 
forth a Son; and the Report ſpread 
abroad I was turned ©uaker, and the 
Duakers gone to my Houſe; and in a 
few Hours, it being in the Winter, 
and the Nights about the longeſt, 
many Neighbours came to hear and 
ſee; and the Houſe being pretty well 
filled, Thomas Carleton and Thomas 
Langhorn adviſed me to ſpeak to the 
People to fit down, and we would 
have a Meeting ;. and 1did fo, and 
we had a Meeting; and afterward ſe- 
veral of us, Chriſtopher Taylor, Villiam 
Graham of Site ide, and Francis Story, 
who was Clerk and Schoolmaſter, 
with ſome others, went to an upper 
Room, and having writ ſome Queries, 
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came. down; and when the Friends 01 
perceived what we aimed at, Thomas (r 
Carleton, being pretty quick and ex- hi 
pert in anſwering Queſtions, called ve 
tor a Bible, and did not ſo much ar- W 


gue with us, as endeavoured to Jet 
us 
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ſwered to our Satisfaction. 


us ſee what the Scripture ſaid, put- 
ting us gently by, for we were much 
for Arguing; we parted pretty well 
ſatisfied. Next Morning the Friends 
going to Carliſle, Chriſtopher Taylor 
and I went with themz and we que- 
ried many. Things, which they an- 
In our 
going along, a Heavenly melodious 
Song ſounded through Thomas Lang- 
horn, and we were affected with it. 
And after we had parted, in our Re- 
turn Home, we ſaid one to another, 
If there be Saints upon Earth, thoſe 
Men are two of them. 

Friends hearing of theſe Things, 
John Wilkinſon appointed another 
Meeting in two or three Weeks after; 
and coming to the Place, it being a 
wet Seaſon, Chriſtopher Taylor was de- 
ſired that it might be on his Ground 
on a little Hill called Meggs-Hill, 
(now Friends Burying-Ground) which 
he readily granted. There was a 
very glorious Meeting, and many 
were convinced, "EIS 

That 


(20) 
That Night Chriſtopher Taylor in- 
vited John Wilkinſon to his Houſe, 
and. he, his Wife, and his Brother 
Andrew, all received the Truth in 
the Love of it, became worthy 
Friends, and dyed in the Faith. 
After ſeveral Meetings amongſt 
us, and divers convinced, we were 
adviſed to keep a Meeting to wait 
upon the Lord, tho' there were none 
to ſpeak Words; ſo we agreed to 
have a Meeting at my Houſe in the 


Year 1672: Being but a few, we 
concluded to have it in an upper 


Room of mine; and when we fat 
down together, I may ſay I was 
hard beſet to keep my Mind from 


running hither and thither after the 
tranſitory Things of this World; 


and a great Warfare I had for the 


_ greateſt Part of the Meeting. Yet 


near the Concluſion, thoſe vain 
Thoughts vaniſhed, and the Lord 


was pleaſed to bring into my Re- 


membrance, how that Men who had 


great Poſſeſſions in this World, had 
their Day, and were gone; W . 
ittle 
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little Time I ſaw clearly my Day 
would ſoon paſs over; and I was 
wonderfully comforted in my Spirit, 
and my inward Man renewed in a 
Senſe of the Lord's Nearneſs; and 
being on this wiſe encouraged, we 
kept to our ſilent Meetings, and Re- 
port went Abroad that we had ſet- 
tled a Meeting; and ſeveral came 
and ſat down among us; and when 
there was a Publick Friend, we 
moſtly had the Meeting without 
Doors ; but when only our ſelves, in 
that upper Room. And 1n about a 
Quarter of a Year, there was the 
Number of Thirty or upwards, ma- 
ny of them of good Repute, and of 
a good Converſation : Then we a- 
greed to ſettle the Meeting at four 
Friends Houſes, and go by Turns; 
and Abundance were convinced, that 
ſtood at a Diſtance to ſee what. 
would become of us; for the Ene- 
my began to rage, and Perſecution 
began to ariſe; and becauſe we could 
not pay Tythes, or put into the 
Prieſts Mouths, there was War pre- 
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pared againſt us: And an hot Time 


of Perſecution there was. Gilbert 
| Atkinſon, (who had been of Repute 
 - formerly, but giving Way to the 
+ Temptation of Whoredom and Drun- 
kenneſs, afterwards became an In- 
former, and made ſpoil of Friends 
Goods, eſpecially Chriſtopher Taylor's, 


tal to caſt Friends . into Priſon ;) 
at this Time was much exalted; 
and many were ready to think we 
ſhould be ruined; and many Eyes 
were over us, ſome for Evil, and ſome 
for Good; and this Informer was ſo 
hot, that nothing would ſerve him 
but Friends to be wholly ruined, 
And tho' he was one that had been 
afraid to go to Carliſſe, leſt his Bo- 
dy ſhould be arreſted for Debt; yet 
„ now he locked upon himſelf to be 
ſo much the King's Servant, that he 


might go any where; and boaſtingly 


appearing at the Szihons at Carl iſle, 
leſt Friends ſhould get their Liber- 
ty, ſaid to the 
come upon Frig 


Account, that 1. 


and not only ſo, but was inſtrumen- 


ezghbours wilo were 
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je honld be either his Day, or the Qua- 
4 kers, for ever. . And when he had 
e thus ſpoken, the Sheriff called for 
e him; he ſuppoſing it had been to 
1 proſecute Friends, it proved himſelf 
— was arreſted with a Judgment for 
E Debt, and being ſent to Priſon, af— 
3 ter a while Friends were releaſed ; 
- BK but he remained for many Years, 
;) and was much afflicted many other 
; Ways, as well as with Poverty and 
e Want; becauſe of which, Friends 
es viten relieved him, till he dyed in a 
le Priſon at laſt. 5 
0 And here the Church was at Reſt 
n for a Time, and they that ſtood at a 
d. Diſtance for ſeven or eight Years, 
n came and joyned with us; and ſome. 
D- there were that thought they might 
et have lived ſo as to find Acceptance 
be with the Lord, and not come under 
10 the ſcornful Name of @zaker;z but 
y many came to ſee at laſt, that no- 


e, thing) would do ſhort of Confeſſing 
r- Chriſt Jeſus before Men; and all 
re I Things wrought together for Good 
it to them that loved fapd, And when 
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they that ſtood at a Diſtance for 


Years, thinking to have lived ſuch a 


Life, that - they 


might have been 
equal with us 


ſaw our Innocen- 


cy, and how the Lord bad preſerved 
us, many of them came and joy ned 


with us; and among the reſt, John 
Scott of Higbberries, who had been 
convinced for ſeven or eight Years, 
and his Life and Converſation, had 
ſo preached among his Neighbours, 
that many were ready to ſay, If 
John Scott cannot be ſaved unleſs be 
become a Quaker, what muſt become 
of us © And many Relations and 


Neighbours followed him, and be- 
came honeſt Friends, and he himſelf 


a Pillar in the Church. And the 
Lord's loving Kindneſs continued in 


ſending his Servants and Handmaids 
amongſt us, to the Building of us up 


in the moſt Holy Faith, and to the 
Convincing of others. And as our 
Love to the Lord increaſed, ſo our 
Care increaſed in keeping to our ſi- 
lent Meetings. Glorious and Hea- 
venly Times we had, when no Words. 

| Some 
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Some Yeats after our Convince- 
ment, being met together in the 
Houſe of Chri/!opher Taylor to wait 
upon the Lord, his Power and Pre- 
ſence in a wonderful Manner over- 
ſhadowed us in our fitting outer ; 
and there was much Brokenneſs 
and Tenderneſs on the Spirits of 
Friends, which ſpread over the whole 
Meeting, except three or four Per- 
ſons who ſat dry, and they pro- 
ved not well; I being near the 
Door, ſaw many in the Room filled, 
before the Powerof the Lord reached 


me: Yet the Lord, in his free Love 


and Mercy, was pleaſed to give me 
ſuch a Share among my Brethren, 
that my Heart is always glad when 
I remember -that Seafon of God's 
Love, tho' now upwards of twenty 
Years ago, And tho' we were at 
Times 1 fed with that 
Bread which came down from Hea- 
ven, and fat together at the Lord's 
Table, where the Wing of his Pow. 
er was known to overſhadow 'us; 
Yet at other ins the Lord tried 

5 Us 
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us with Want; and this at a certain 
Time entred my Mind as a weighty 

Conſideration, why it ſhould be thus, 
we being the ſame People, and ſome- 
times had very good and comfortable 
Meetings, and , were ſometimes ve- 
ry dry and barren in our Meeting 
together ; and as I was thus con- 
rerned in my Mind, it apened in me, 
that there ſhould be Seed-time and 
Harveſt, Summer and Winter, unto 
the End of the World. So I ſaw 
_ Llearly there were Times to abound, 
and Times to ſuffer Want; and I 

deſired to reſt ſatisfied in the Will 
of God. And here, as we ſojo-urned, 
deſiring nothing more than to fol. 
tow the Lord fully, he did not on- 
ly lead us out of the groſs Evil: 
which are in the World, but out ot 
the Cuſtoms and Faſhions that arc 
evil. So that we were ſingled ouf 
from the World in every Thing v 
ſaw to be needleſs and ſuperfluous 

And the Fame of Truth ſpread, an 
our Meetings were large, and t 
Exerciſe of the Faithful was to dra 
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nearer and nearer to the Lord. And 
when a little Child's State was wit- 
neſſed in our Meeting together to 
wait upon the Lord, having the 
Mind retired ſor a conſiderable Time 
together, till the Lord was pleaſed 
to appear and fill our Hearts with 
Life and Power, which made ſome 
of us ſay, 4 little Child's State is 
4 good State, and greatly we deſired 


into for ever to have remained here, where 
ſaw tbe Glory of the Lord filled the Ten- 
and, ple. And this was that which made us 
nd I Beautiful, tho' not come ſo far as 


Will to have a Word given us to ſpeak 
rned. unto others by Way of Teſtimony 
» fol Publickly: And tho? it was the De- 
t on ſire of ſome to have remained here; 
Evil yet the Lord, in his own Time, gave 
out ON them to experience, that the Goſpel, - 
it arg which is the Power of God, is not re- 
ed out ceived but by the Revelation of Jeſus 
ing M Chriſt: Neither is this Goſpel to be 
fluouy preached in the Will of Man, or in 
id, al Man's Time, but in the Lord's Time. 
nd ty And tho' it is written, Qaench not 
to dra 7be Spirit, deſpiſe not Propheſying 3 

2 yet 
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Yet many have been unwilling to 
peak the Word of the Lord, tho” it 
hath burned as a Fire in their Bones, 
and they have been filled with it as 
a Bottle filled with new Wine, leſt 
they ſhould offend the Lord, or bur- 
then his Seed in the Hearts of his 
. People; and this hath made ſome 
fay;. Lord, let me never ſpeak a Word 
in a Meeting while I live in this Wirld, 
rather than 1 ſhould ſpeak that which 
 , night offend, And tho' ſome may 
have been too backward for a Time, 
and there may have been a Senſe of 
Trouble for it, and Judgment from 
the Lord; yet it being in a Godly 
Fear and Awe, leſt it might prove 
an untimely Birth, or as untimely 
Fruit; the. Lord hath been merciful 

. unto ſuch, and hath again and again 
appeared, and hath not only brought 

to the Birth, but enabled to bring 
forth: And as the Work 1s his, the 
Praiſe and Glory belongs to his great 
Name. And here, in the Lord's 
4 Time, we that had been under the 
F Region and Shadow of Death; to us 
LY - - Light; \ 
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Light ſprang up; and on this wiſe, 
Mouths were opened, and Tongues 
looſed, to ſpeak well of the Lord. 


And the Lord raiſed up Planters and 


Waterers, and made ſeveral as uſe- 
ful Inſtruments for the carrying on 
his great Work in the Earth, 

After I was convinced, and had joy- 
ned my ſelf to Friends, as I received 
the Truth in the Love of it, my 
Love greatly increaſed to the Lord, 
and to his People: And as I was di- 
ligent in going to Meeting at Home, 
T had often a Deſire in my Mind to 
go to other Meetings, and ſit among 
Friends in Silence; and many Times 
was ſweetly refreſhed, and returned 
in Peace. 


About four or five Years after 


my Convincement, I had it in my 
Mind to go to ſeveral Meetings in 
our County; and the firſt I went to 
was Vigton, their Week-day Meeting 
being on the fourth Day; and ſit- 


ting down in true Silence with my 


Mind ftayed upon the Lord, thoſe 


Words ſprang livingly in me, The 


3 Tear 
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Tear of the. Jubilee is now come; and 
they operated in me to that Degree, 
| that I had much ado to contain 
[ but being fearful to open my Mouth 
in the Aſſemblies of the Lord's Peo- 
ple, I reaſoned till the Life and 
Power withdrew ; and tho' the Words 
remained, I ſaw I could do nothing, 
having quenched the Spirit; and 
4 Judgment ſeized upon me, and I was f 
1 under Trouble and Exerciſe for my l 
| Diſobedience. But being inclinable ! 
| in my Mind to go to the other 
Meetings, I greatly feared what I 
1 ſnould do if the Lord ſo appeared, 
1 as he had done, for to give up to 
I i ſpeak a Word in the Meetings of the 
1 Lord's People was a Thing very 
d | weighty to me; and to undergo his 
| . Judgments, as I had done, was very 
| heavy; and therefore I deſired in my 
1 Mind, the Lord might not appear in 
tat Manner as he had done. And 
to the next Meeting I went, and was 
{till and quiet, and pretty eaſy in 
my Mind; and on the 6th Day we 
had a Meeting for Buſineſs for our 


| was the Cauſe of my Backwardnels, 
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County, and I was glad to fee. 
Friends. And on 7th Day 1 went 
to the Holm, to be at their Meets: 
ing on the Firſt Day; and as I went, 
I deſired the Lord might not appear 
as he had done, for I much dreaded 
the Lord's Appearance. And when 
I came, the Lord withdrew, and 
left me to my ſelf; and I was fo: 
poor and weak, I could ſcarce for- 
bear falling aſleep, tho' I had known 
ſo much of the Lord's Goodneſs to 
my Soul for many Weeks, and ſome 
Years, that if J had been ſleepy when 
I came into a- Meeting, through the 
Lord's Help Sleep would have va- 
niſhed ; and this proved ſuch a Sur- 
prize to me, that I ſaid within my 
ſelf, I will go Home, and . mourn out 
my Day. And the Lord, who knows 
the Intent of the Heart, ſaw what 


which was, leſt my Miniſtry ſhould - 
not be as ripe Fruit: And I often defi-- 
red of the Lord, I might never ſpeak a 
Word in that Way while I lived, ra- 
ther than I ſhould ſpeak that which 
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might burden his Seed in the Hearts 


of his People. And here 1 remained 


for ſeveral Weeks under great Exer- 
ciſe of Mind, leſt I ſhould be for- 
ward and miſs my Way, and bring 
Trouble upon my felt: And in this 
Time the Lord often filled my Soul 
with Life and Power, and gave me 
his Word; but I, through Fear, fell 
mort in Publiſhing of it, becauſe of 
which, I was often under Judgment; 
and then I thought, if the Lord 
would but appear again, I would 
give up. But Time after Time, tho” 
the Lord did appear, I fell ſhort 
through Fear, and quenched the Spi- 
rit. And ancient folid Friends per- 
ceived it, and ſpoke tome to give up. 
And at laſt being in a Week day 
Meeting at John Iviſon's in Jerriſh 
Town, I was filled to that Degree 
with Life and Power, that I could 
not contain, but ſpake forth theſe 
Words as they ſprang in me, that 
They that ſat in Darkneſs, had ſeen a 
great Light ; and they that were under 
the Region and Shadow of Death, ta 


hen 


0 
1 


I 
them © Light is ſprung up : Glory 10 
God: for ever. And as I thus gave 
up to anſwer: what the. Lord requi- 
red of me, I had Abundance of 
Pence in my own Particular, and 
Cauſe of Rejoycing. This being 
in the Beginning of the Winter, 
in the Year 1677, I remained at 
Home till the Spring; having had 
ſomething in my Mind for ſome 
Time to viſit Friends in Scotland, it 
any Friend was going that wanted a 
Companion: And in the ſecond 
Month following, a Friend from 
Torkſhire, whoſe Name was Edmund 
Winn, going for Scotland, wanted 
2 Companion. I made ready, and 
went along with him. The firſt 
Meeting we had in that Nation, was 
at Allaſſudiu, where Walter Scott live 
ed, that had been early convinced, 
and ſuffered for Truth: And being 
a Man of an Eſtate, the:Meeting wag 
kept in his Houſe. . But when we 
came, he refuſed to have the Meet- 
ing in his own Houſe, or to go to it 
where it was in another Friend'g . 
* Houſ. 
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Houſe in the Town, alledging, that 
Meetings, were but a Form, and eve- 


ry Man might worſhip God as well 
in his ewn Houſe as in a Meeting; 


and fo withdrew himſelf. And both 
he, and ſeveral of his Children that 
were once hope ful, forſook Truth and 
Friends, and the Meeting was loſt 
afterwards, We viſited Friends till 
we came to Aberdeen, where we found 
the greateſt Part of Men Friends in 


Priſon, and had been for near two 
Years; and amongſt the reſt, our 


Friend Patrick Livinsſlone, whoſe 
Habitation at that Time was in 
England; and being come there to 
viſit Friends, the Magiſtrates of that 
Town were ſo ſevere, that what 
Men Friends they found in the 
Meeting, they put in Priſon: And 


tho' they had ſet them at Liberty 
ſeveral Times, yet finding them in 


the Meeting again, they committed 
them to Priſon, where Patrick Li- 
ding ſtone continued, with ſeveral 
others, untill their Perſecutors 
were wearied, and let them have 
their 


Fenn 
their Liberty. And we being there 
about that Time, they growing wea- 
ry, took no Notice of us, And tho“. 
by this Time I had received fome 
little Strength, that I could (but not 
without Fear) ſpeak a few Words in 
a Meeting, when I believed I had 
them rightly given me in the Life 
and Power of Truth; Yet. it had 
never been required of me to ſuppli- 
cate the Lord in Publick; and this 
looked to me a more weighty Mat- 
ter to do, than to ſpeak a fſeẽC Words: 
in a Meeting: And being in a Meet- 
ing at Aberdeen, it was upon me to 
pray unto the Lord, and I was hard- 
ly beſet in my Mind how: to. give 
up; and another Friend kneeling - 
down to pray, made Way for me to 
follow, and I was eaſy. 7 a 
Having viſited , Friends in the 
North, where there was great 
Opengels ſeveral convinced, and 
divers adbngſt themſelves - Iivingay 
ly opened by Way of Teſtimony; . 
we returned for Eugland again, and 
ſaying. at * that Summer, 
N N 
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George Fox, whom I had never ſeen ; 
and who was then at Swarthmore ; and 
the Time that was in my Mind to go, 
was after the Harveſt was over: 


But when the Time drew near, that! 


intended to have ſet forward, it was 
before me to viſit divers Meetings 
in Weſtmorland; and in the Dales of 
tork/ſhire in my Way: And a Friend 
going along with me, we went for- 
ward, and viſited Meetings all along 


untill we came to Venſidale in Tork- 


ſpire, where we found great Open- 
neſs amongſt Friends in their Meet- 


ings, And being in Wenfidale Meets. 


ing, there was ſo much Brokenneſs 
and Tenderneſs among Friends, that 
after Thad ſaid a little, I fat down 
in Silence; and it opened in my 
Mind to ſpeak of the Lord's Appear- 


ance unto the Prophet, not in the. 


Earthquake, nor in the ruſhing Wind, 
but in the ſtill ſmall Voice. And from 


thence we went to Swaleda/e; and 
tho' the Lord was near in Meetings, 


and his comfortable Preſence and 


opening 


T had it in my Mind to go and ſee 


o” 
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opening Life I was a Witneſs of : 
Yet many Times, when out of Meet- 
ings, I was loaded and much under 
Frerciſe of Mind, and did not know 
what was the Cauſe. And at laſt I 
began- to think I had miſſed my 
Way in coming into thoſe Parts; 
and if I did not grow more eaſy, I 
would return Home, And being at the 
Widow Cherrie's, I was in the Fields 
2 little before the Meeting; and not 
being much acquainted with the 
Weight of a Teſtimony, was much 
caſt down in my Mind: And being 
come into the Houſe, after a. little 
Time came in Richard Robinſon of 
Wenſ/idale, whom I knewto be a weigh- 
ty ancient Friend; and having been 
at their Meeting the Day before, be- 
gan to fear he. had ſomething againſt 
me, for I perceived by is own - 
Words, he was come on. Foot ſix - 
Miles; and being Tax d fat, and all 
on a Sweat, he ſaid he had not done 
the like for ſeveral Tears. Con- 
cluding in my Mind, he was not 
come for nothing; I reſol ved, what- 

| ever 
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ever he had to ſay to me, I would take 
it well, and withal I thought I ſhould 
ſay but little if- I could help it. The 
Meeting being gathered, after ſome Time 
could not eaſily forbear, but I muſt 
ſay what opened upon my Mind, in 
the Spring of Love, and after I had 
done, Richard Robinſon appeared, and 
confirmed what I had ſaid, and was, 
with other Fiends, loving and kind; 
but after all this, when we were par- 
ted, 1 was under Exerciſe again, as 
much as before, and this being on the 
Sixth Day, we intended for Maſſim- 
Meeting on the Firft Day, and in our 
going, I concluded if I was not more 
eaſie, I would appoint no more Mee- 
rings, but would go Home, and after 
1 was ſet in the Meeting, I found the 
Lord was near to ſupply thole that 
had their Dependency upon hun, and 
after 1 had ſpoken what was upon my 
Mind to the Meeting, Robert Lodge 
ſpake, and ſaid on this wiſe ; That 
it is now, 44 it was in the Days of Old, 
when the Prieſts of God went mourning, 
between the Porch and th; Altar; not 

6 becauſe 
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becauſe of their own Sins, but becauſe of 
the Sins of the People, and now ( ſaid he) 
many are made to go mourning between 
Meeting and Meeting, not for any 
Thing they bave done, but for the Sakes 
of others. And this eaſed me greatly 
of -my Burden. and I was helped on 


my Way, for which the Lord ſhall 


havethe Praiſe. And taking Meetifigs 
in the Way, 1 came to Swarth- Moor, 


on the Seventh Day, and was at their 


Meeting on the Hrſt Day, where was 
George Fox, Margaret his Wife, and 


four of her Daughters, and all very 


loving and kind ; when we parted, 
George exhorted' me to keep to the 
Grace, and I would grow, and after 


this I came Home-ward, had ſome. 


Meetings by the Way, and remain- 


ing at Home in the Vinter, I had a 
Deſire to go to the Tearly Meeting at 


London, but ſuppoſing there were ma- 
ny Weighty ancient Friends, in the 


County, who were much more quali- 


ned, I was unwilling to ſpeak of 
it, but being at our County Meeting, 
which was of the Nature of a Quar- 


terly. 
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tcrly Meeting, but kept oftner; at that 
Time Enquiry was made of all the 
particular Meetings, who intended 
for the Tearly Meeting at London, and 
none appeared to go in all the County, 
but John Banks, and when the Mee- 
ting was far over, and I perceived 
Friends were deſirous there ſhould be 
another Friend at leaſt, to go, I de- 
ſired a Friend to'tell John Banks if he 
would accept of me for a Companion, 
I would offer my Service to the Mee- - 
ting, he told me, if I had ſomething - 
in my Mind for going, he was ſatis- 
fied I ſhould go with him, but he 
would not draw me. 
And the Time being ſhort, I had to 
make ready, he appointed to meet me 
at great Sticꝶland, and he would ap- 
point a Meeting, accordingly I did, 
and we had divers Meetings bythe 
Way, where Jobn Banks had good 
Service, and I was well ſatisfted with 
his Company. This Tearly Meeting 
was in the Year 1679, and the firſt 
Jearly Mecting I was, at, and a good 


and glorious Meeting it was to — 2 
n a 4 


(41) 


and many more, who were wet plen-- 
tifully with the Dew from Heaven, 
and that which confirmed us the more 
was to ſee the Aged and the Young 
keep their Places in Humility; and en- 
dued with Heavenly Wiſdom, that 
nothing which tended to Strife and 
Contention could appear without Re- 
buke, in order, that Love, Unity and 
Concord might be maintain'd in the 
Churches 75 Chriſt. 15 
And after the Meeting. was over, 
Friends parting in great Love and U- 
nity, we went towards Briſtol, and 
had many Meetings in divers Places 
in the Way, as John Banks's Journal 
makes mention, and divers good Mee- 
tings in our Return to Cumberland. 
And callingat Swarth-Moor, we ſtay d 
there Firſt Day - Meeting, where we 
had George Fox's Company, who en- 
quired of the Affairs amongſt Friends, 
and of our travelling from Place to 
Place, where the Separates dwell; and 
what Openneſs there was in Places, 
where we came, to hear Trat h's Teſti- 
mony declared; to all theſe 7chn Banks 
7 ; gave 


gave him a full Account, and after 
this, we journeyed Home, and I found 
ſeveral Friends in Priſon, and the In- 


Former in Priſon with thera (as I have 


related before) and this being an. hot 
Time of Perſecution, in the Reign of 
King Charles the Second; except be- 
tween the Time of thefirſt Informer's 
being put into Priſon, and the other 
undertaking his Place, in which Time, 
I viſited Friends in Scotland, and at- 
terwards, Andrew Taylor and I vilited 
Friends in Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, and 
ſome Places in the Weſt of Torkſhrre, 
in the Year 1682. And there was fi- 
ning of Friends, and puttipg them in 
Priſon in moſt Places, where we came; 


and in our Return Homeward, we 
came to Sedber in Torkfhire, and har 
ving heard, that Friends had ſuffe- 


red 2a great Deal in Dent, and were ſtill 


under ſuffering, we concluded rather to 


go by than to add to their Bonds, and 
being at Sedber the Night before, we 


were intending to come Home, but an 
Exerciſe came upon me in the Night, 


and my Sleep went from me, and I 
ISS could 
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could ſee no Way to bave my Peace 
along with me, but to go to Dent, and 
at laſtI gave up, and when the Morn- 
ing came, I told my Companion, I 
muſt go to Dent, and we acquainted 
ſome Friends with it ; they told us, in 
all Appearance, we might expect a 
Priſon, for there was a Warrant ſig- 
ned by ſeveral Fuſtices, to apprehend 
any they found preaching in Friends 
Meetings, that were Strangers, upon 
Suſpicion of being Jeſuits; but having 
concluded in my Mind, I was re- 
ſolved to go, and I would have had 
my Companion to have tarried, but he 
had more Freedom to go. So on the 
Firſt Day- Morning we went, and Ea- 
ward Atkinſon of Syde with us, and 
when we came into the Dale, Friends 
were going to the Meeting, (and other 
People alto) and we told them, we 
were come in Love to viſit them, but 
it was with ſome Concern of Mind, 
left they ſhould be fined on our Ac- 
count; but they anſwered, there was 
nothing in that, for they were fined 
already, more than they had, Goods 

| ; to 
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to pay with: We came tothe Meeting, 


was near, prevailed with the Conſta- 
bles to forbear a little, till he had done, 
and they went out a while, but thought 
he continued long, ſo they came in a» 
gain, and commanded him to go along 
with them, by Virtue of the Warrant, 
which was ſigned by ſeveral Fuſtices, 
and I being preſent amongmany others, 
deſired to ſee theWarrant, yet they took 
no Notice of me, and after ſome Diſ- 
courſe, the Conſtables were willing, up- 
on Promiſe of two Friends, that he 
wu d meet them at Dent-Town the 
next Morning, to diſmiſs him, which 
being done, we continued our Meet- 
ing until Friends were eaſy and free 


nity, to the Satisfaction of moſt that 
were there, Several were reached and, 
tendered 


and divers, both Friends and Others, 
being there, after ſome time Andrew 
Taylor ſtood up, and had good Ser- 
vice, but before he had done, feve. 
ral Conſtables came in, and required 
him to go along with them, but he 
taking little Notice, ſome Friend that 


to part, having had a good Opportu- 


O49) - 
tendered, and Aun Knowles, a young 
Woman was convinced, and continu- 
ed an honeſt Friend, | 
The next Morning we met at Dent 
Town, the Conſtables thought it need- 
leſs for them all to go with him to Fu- 


ſlice Otway, therefore agreed, that one of 


the Conſtables ſhould go, and as we 
went, I was much concerned about my 
Companion's going to Priſon, and my 
going Home without him; for his Mo- 
ther not being of our Perſwaſion, and 
this one of the firſt Journeys he 
took to viſit Friends, I doubted ſhe 
would blame me, tor ſhe loved him 
well, and I, having an Opportuniry 
informed the Conſtable, that if he did 
not take an Oath, but only brought 
him before the Fuſtice, it might be, 
he would not ſend him to Priſon : And 
farther added, that if he took an Oath, 
he would be the Informer, and would 
have the Trouble of conducting the 
Friend to Tori, which was ſixty. Miles, 
or otherwiſe cauſe Friends te h ſined. 
To be an Informer the Conſtahls much 
deſpiſed, and therefore reſolved to be 

; fayourable 
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| favourable, and coming near thePlace, 
| we, being many in Company, conſide- 
| red, that Andrew and Richard Harri- 
| ſon of Dent, ſhould go with the Con- 
ſtable, to the Fuftice's Houſe, and we 
would go to an Inn in Szdber, until 
we heard from them; and parting 4. 
ſunder, they came to the Houſe, and 

it being a wet Day, the Friends ſtay- 
ed under a Shade, and the Conſſ able 
went in to acquaint the 7uftice, apd 
meeting with him, told him, he had 
found a Stranger in the Quakers Mee- 
ting, and had brought him thither, 
he asked, if he preached, he anſwered 
yes, What ſaid he? ſaid the Fuſtzce 
nothing but Well, ſaid the Conſtable; 
however ſaid the Juſtice, you muſt 
take the Oath : for the Lord*sSake, ſaid 
the Conſtable, excuſe me, for I will not 
ſwear ; The 7uſtice being a Lawyer, 
andPerceiving theMan in good earneſt, 
after he had conſider'd a little, bid 
the Conſtable go his Way; and coming 

to — at arch we enter him 

. civilly, and he ejoyced greatly in 
that he had done. Parting with 
| Friend: 
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Friends in great Love, wecame Home, 
and a new Informer having made Infor- 
mation againſt me, with ſeveral others, 
for having a Meeting in my Houſe , 


J was fined Twenty Pounds, when 


I was in Lancaſhire, forty M 1] egoff, 
(as before ment ioned) 
Notwithſtanding the Endeavours of 
our Perſecutors; yet Truth proſpered, 
and there were many added to the 
Church, inſomuch that our dwelling- 


Houſ:s were too ſmall to keep our 


Mectings in; fo we ſaw it needtul to 
build a Meeting: Houſe, and purchaſed 
Wood of Hemy Dakers, for that Pur- 
poſe: But the Prieſt with ſome oi hers, 


Petitioned the Bench of Fuſtices, in 


the Time of S-/zons, not to permit us 
to build a Meeting Houſe, for they 
alledged, if we built a New Chappel, 
they might pull down- the O/d Church, 
for by this Time, People's Eyes were ſo 
much opened, that tho' the Pariſb was 
five Miles in length, yet ſometimes not 
above five beſides the Prieſt and Clerk, 
where there. Three C/erks were con- 
vinced, one after another, and came a- 

- mong 


(48) 


mong Friends, tho' one of them fell 
ſhort, yet henever vould be Clerk again, 
and one of them being ſo conſcienti- 
ous, told the Prte, whoſe Name was 
Robert Prieſiman, he could not fay 
Amen to him, for he ſaw the Prieſt 
himſeif was ſhort ; the Pyieſt replied, 
he might ſay Amend, but all would 
not do, ſo he left him: The Seffrors, 
- conſidering the Premiſes, wrote to Da- 
Kerr, who was a Juſtice of Peace, to 
Jet us have no Wood, neither would 
he give us our Money again; „and 
Wood being in Great Men's Hands, 
they hearing this would ſell us 1 one 
tor Money, in this Part of England. 
And it being toward the End of the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, 
when there were great Severities a- 
gainſt Diſſenters, the old Prieſt dy- 
ing, and one George Story a young 
Man getting the Place, and not much 
acquainted with Friends Integrity to 
the Lord, in ſuffering for his Name 
Sake, at a certain Time ſpoke to me, 
that if we would not ſuffer Friends 
that lived in other Pariſhes to gre 
| an 
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and meet with us, he would not 
moleſt us; but if we would meet 
conſtantly in our Pariſh, and ſuffer 
Friends of other Pariſhes to come 
2 meet "yy us, he won = ſut- 
er it. And for want of -complyin 

with his Propoſal, he was hot in by 
Mind for Perſecution, and they be- 
gan with Sunday Shillings (as they, 
called them) for not going to the 
Publick Worſhip, and made Diſtreſs 
of Friends Goods, But this they 
thought did but little, and after- 
wards the faid Prieſt (as they ſaid) 
cauſed the Wardens of the Pariſh of 
Kirklinton to frame a Bill at the Aſ- 


. ſizes againſt ſeveral of us, and in- 


diced us as Popiſh Recuſants, for not 
coming to their Worſhip: And Pro- 


_ ceſſes were iſſued out againſt us fon 


ut our 
Prieſt 
greatly wanted an Informer? for 
becauſe of the ill Succeſs, they that 
were before had met With, ſober 
Neighbours would not meddle : But 


twenty Pounds a Month, 


at laſt one Fame. Appleby, a Torkſhire 


Man 
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Man born, brought up at School, 
and having ſome Knowledge of the 
Law, undertook the Office of an In- 
former: He, perſwading one Chriſto- 
-pber Story, that had lived at Aller- 
garth, to joyn with him, in the 
tenth Month 1682, came to my 
Houſe, the Meeting being there, and 
made Information to Henry Forſter 
of Stonegarthſide, a Juſtice of Peace 
at that Time, of ſeveral being met 
together. He asked him, If I was at 
Home ? my Name being amongſt the 
. reſt. He ſaid, I was : (as the Juſtice 
reported) altho' I was in Lancaſhire, 
above forty Miles from my own 
Houſe that Day. And tho' a War- 
rant for Diſtreſs came out, yet I be- 
ing gone from Home above two 
Weeks before, and not returning till 6 
Weeks after, the Officers forbore to 
make Diſtreſs, and the Informer was 
at that Time diſappointed, perceiving 
his Miſtake. And tho' the Informer 
had ſworn falſly, yet they were ſo 
much encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, that little could be done 
LED againſt 


„ 
againſt them. And towards the lat- 
ter End of Summer, he ſe:;ng him- 
ſelf likely to eſcape the Danger, 
they came again to my Houle, and 
took an Information, and went ta 
Fobn Aglionby of Drawdikes, a Juſtice, 
and a Warrant was put into the Of- 
ficers Hands, who were ſo ſparing 
in making Diſtreſs, that Richard 
Scott of Newbigging was bound to 
the good Behaviour for Neglect of 
his Office: And moſt of what was 
about my Houſe being ſeized on, 
they proclaimed a Sale-day at pub- 
lick Markets and other Places; bat 
none came to buy, except Janes 
Appleby the Informer, and one Man 
that he brought with him. They 
had. Things at their own Rate ; and 
two Horſes he took to a Fair in 
Northumberland, and fold them un- 
der half Price, for Neighbours would 
not buy them. And driving the 
Sheep away, young People being 
grieved that were not Friends, ſet 
Dogs upon them in the Way; and 
the Noiſe being heard, other young 
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People, almoſt in every Place where 
they came, ran out with their Dogs, 
and ſcatter'd the Sheep; fo. that 
when the Informer and others had 
followed full two Miles, they had but 
ſeven left, and were greatly grieved - 
thereat. When he had Fd them, and 
had made faſt the Barn-Doors with 
Locks and Chaine, he uſed Endeavours 
to hire Threſhers, but could not get 
any for Money in the Country; fo 
hired a Man at Newcaſtle, forty 
Miles diſtant, and was to give him 
T welve-pence a Day, Meat and 
Drink, whereas the uſual Price is but 
Four-pence. The Man coming into 
the Country, and People underſtand- 
ing his Buſineſs, before he came 
to the Informer's Houſe, or ſcarce 
within five Miles of mine, they per- 
ſwaded him to turn again, telling 
him ſome dangerous Thing would 
befall him if he medled. So he re- 
turned again, and would not threſh 
for Money. The Informer being 
then perſwaded he could not get it 


threſhed, unleſs he had it carried 
away 
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away from the Place; and his 
Daughter being married to a near 
Neighbour of mine,he thought to have 
removed the Corn thither; but her 
Father in-law, being an old Man, 
would not conſent tor fear of Dan- 
ger, ſaying, Some will burn it, and my 
Houſes alſo ,, fo that tho? there was 
a great deal of Corn, he had no Pow- 
Power to get it: But ſelling other 
Corn and Things taken from ſome 
Friends, he made a Purſe, went 
to London, and made Complaint a- 
gainſt vs. to Jeffreys, then Lord 
Chief Juſtice, (ſo calPd) and brought 
Subpzna's againſt ſixteen of us, to 
appear at London; but we under- 
ſtanding a Priſon would do, whether 
we went or not, reſolved to abide at 
Home. Upon our not appearing, he 
went to London again, and made Com- 
plaint 7 Juſtice ſs * 
adage Feffreys coming the North 
n J4P . > dicted us ſe- 
veral Times for meeting together, 
and called our Meetings Riots, 
Routs, and unlawful Aſſemblies; en- 
C 3 deavouring 
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deavouring by a Warrant to have 
us appear before Feffreys; but the 
Conſtables hearing, and partly be- 
lieving, that we would then be rui- 
[ ned, for he had indicted about twen- 
ty of the moſt ſubſtantial amongſt 
| us, (as he ſuppoſed) would not ap- 
| pear to be ſeen by the Informer, 
| till it was too late to bring us be- 
| fore Jeffreys. At this Allizes, Juſtice 
Forſter was fined one Handred Pounds, 
| Impriſonment till paid, and put out 
| of his Place, which cauſed ſome of 
| the Juſtices to be afraid: And the 
| Informer being high in his Mind, 
| and his Money almoſt ſpent, comes 
| to our Meeting again, and brings 
| 
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with him his Son- in- law George Waugh, 
and carries his Information to Henry 
Dacres, a Juſtice, (ſo call'd) and 
brings a Warrant: And I, being fi- 
ned twenty Pounds for Preaching, | 
the Officers took ſeveral Cows and | 
young Beaſts, and drove them to | 
the Market; but not being willing 
to ſell them, ſet Men at a little Di- | 
ſtance to tell Buyers what Sort of 
Goods 
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Goods they were; and alſo asked above: 
the Market Price for them. The Infor- 
mer perceiving it, made Information 


— 


to the ſaid Dacresof their Neglect, and 


one of them, George Irwin, was bound 
to the good Behaviour. But ſome 
reſponſible Men, particularly Edward 
Atkinſon of Clift, went and prevail- 
ed with Dacres to forbear a while, it 
being the Beginning of Winter; 
and with ſome Diſtreſs of Friends 
for ſmall Fines, to quiet the Inform- 
er a little till the Spring: In that 
Time King Charles dyed, and the 
Informer's Strength decayed, and 
none of the Juſtices would hear him, 
fo they never fold the Goods for- 
merly made Diſtrefs of: Bat we, be- 
ing bound over to the Aſſizes, ap- 
peared; our Indictments being read, 
we were required to anſwer Guilty, dr 
Not Guilty ; we confeſſed we met to- 
gether to wait upon God, but not in 
that Manner they repreſented us; 
which they took for a Traverſe, 
and demanded Fees and Bond to pro- 
ſecute, which we denying, were ſent 
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to Priſon, and there remained untill 
King James, by his Proclamation, ſet 
us at Liberty. 

And tho' much Time was ſpent 
by the ſaid Janes Appleby, and 
others, having uſed all their Endea- 
vours for about three Years to break 
our Meetings, 1mpoveriſh our Fa- 
milies, and impriſon our Bodies: 
Yet I can ſay all Things wrought 
together for Good to them that lov- 
ed God; for in this Time of Perſe- 
cution, which continued near three 


Years, we loſt but one Man, and ſe- 


veral were added, and many gather- 
ed near to the Lord: And we had 


lorious Times, I may ſay it was a 
ime of Love, And whereas the Of- 


ficers uſually came to diſturb us in 


our Meetings, they were now 
chmmanded to ſee that none mo- 
leſted us there; and at once we 
were freed from the heavy Burdens 


our Adverſaries had caſt upon us, 


and our Meetings grew large, and 
many flocked to hear. And now 


our Neceſſity increaſing for Build- 
ing 
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ing a Meeting-houſe, we ſeeing no 
better Way, went to Scotland and 
bought Wood, and built an Houſe 
that would hold one Third more 
than we were, but in a few Years it 
came to be filled. Now the Presby- 
terians, who had hid their Heads 
for Years, began to come forth again 
and built a Meeting-houſe in the Bor- 
der, about four Miles North of us; 
where they met for a Time; but af- 
ter a while dropt their Meeting, and 
the Houſe went down, and Truth 
proſpered. And we ſaw it was a 
Time that many wanted to be in- 
formed of the right Way of the Lord; 
and a Me:ting was appointed near 
the Place where the Presbyterians had 
built their Meeting-houfe (as before- 


mentioned ;) and glorious Meetings 


we had, and many were much reach- 
ed and convinced. 

Amongſt the reſt that came and joy- 
ned with us after the Perſecution was 
over, Aaron Atkinſon was one, who 
was of Believing Parents convineed” 
almoſt with the firſt, and of good 
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. Repute in the Country: His Father li- 


ved but a few Years after his Con- 
vincement; yet bore a good Teſtimo- 
ny for the Time. And after his De- 
ceaſe, his Wife, whoſe Name was 


Ann, dwelt near the Lord; and her 


Heart was filled with Love to God 
and his People; and though ſhe was 


left with ſix ſmall Children, and 


not much outward Subſtance, yet 


Me was not all caſt down under her 


Exerciſe; For the Lord ſweeten'd her 
Paſſage, and made hard Things ea- 
iy, that ſhe remained bright and 
cheerful in her Countenance. After 
{ſome Time ſhe ſicken'd, and I went 
to ſee her, being four or five Miles 
off; when I came, I found her .in an 
heavenly Frame of Spirit, and re- 
ſigned to dye; and ſhe was not anx- 
10us for her Children; but fully 
believed the Lord would take Care 
for them; thus in a few Days ſhe 
ſweetly finiſhed her Courſe, Her 
Children were moſtly provided for 
by Friends and Relations. In their 
young Days they proved generally 

vain 
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vain and wanton for a Time; yet 
I, often remembring the Faith which 
was in their Mother, waited to fee 
their Reſtoration ; which in due 
Time came to paſs. For Aaron, when 
he was but young, (and carried 2 
Linen Pack on his Back, being at 
William Graham's of Sikefide, his near 
Kinſman) went to an Evening Meet- 
ing at, Chriſtopher Taylor's; and in 
the Time of Prayer, the Lord, being 
ſupplicated, that as he had been plea- 
fed to viſit the Fathers, he would vi- 
ſit the Children, graciouſly anſwer- 
ed that Supplication; and reached 
Aaren by his Power, that he was as 
one ſlain at once, and freely giving. 
up, went out in the Faith and great- 
ly prevailed ; His Maſter Villiam 
Armſtrong, who was a - Presbyterian, 
hearing of it, was at a ſtand what 
to do with him; yet concluding we 
were an honeſt People, he would try 
him farther; and after ſome Time, 
his ſaid Maſter was convinced alſo; 
and they lived together in much 
Love, and honoured Truth in their 
C 6 Trading, 
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Trading, being at a Word with 
People. And tho' they lived near 
Scotland, yet they ſaw they were 
not to trade in Goods which were 
prohibited, as many did ; neither 
were they free to fell ſuch ſtrip'd or 
gaudy Cloth as was not ſeemly for 
Friends to wear. And as their Ac- 
quaintance was great, and their In- 
tegrity well known in the Country, 
by being Preachers of Righteouſneſs 
where they were concerned among 
Men; fo the Lord raiſed them up, 
and gave them living Teſtimonies 
publickly to beat in the Power and 
Demonſtration of the Spirit: Aaron 
was firſt concerned in a very power- 
ful Manner, to the reaching of the 


Hearts and Conſciences of many. 


And then William came forth, and 
many People who knew them had a 
Defire to hear them, and many 
Meetings were kept at freſh Places 
up and down the Country, and Peo- 
ple that were not Friends. would 
come three or four Miles. to our 
Meetings frequently; ſo that in 

Time 
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Time our Meeting-houſe grew too 
little, and People that were not 
Friends would ſend to us to have 
Meetings on their Ground, A great 
Openneſs there was in the Country, 
and amongſt others, all Aaron At- 
kinſon's Brothers that were living 
joyned with Friends, walking cir- 
cumſpectly; his Siſter alſo came, 
but dyed ſome Time after. Honeſt 
Friends, of what Employment ſa- 
ever, were then concerned to he Te- 
ſtimony-Bearers in the Way of their 
Trade and Buſineſs; and tho? it 
look'd for a Time as if it would 
have hurt their Trades, yet as Friends 
were faithful, and preſerved in a 
meek and quiet Spirit, they proſper- 
ed ; and tho' ſome had but little 
when they were convinced, their 
Endeavours were bleſſed; for being 
diligent in the Management of their 
Trades and Affairs, and carefully 
keeping their Words and Promiſes, 
they gained Credit in the Country, - 
In the Year 1687, I travelled into 
Freland to viſit Friends: It was - 
| che 


( 62 ) 


the Beginning of their Troubles that 
happened in King James's Reign, 
a diſmal Time, few Nights paſſed 
where I went, but Houſes were broke 
open, and Engliſh and Scots plunde- 
red by the Native I:i/5 : The dark Po- 
wer they were under, was a Load to 
my Spirit, and my greateſt Concern 
of Mind was to bring Friends to the 
Enjoyment of that which Man could 
not give or take from them; That 
tho* the Fruit of the Olive ſhould fail 
and the Earth not yield her Increaſe, 
nor any Flock be in the Fold, yet they 
might joy in the Lord, and rejoyce in 


the God of their Salvation: When I w 
was clear, I returned Home and found th 
my Family well. av 
In the Year 1689 John Bouſted and I W 
travel'd through Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Ir 
Staffordſhire and Gloceſterſhire, to Bri- of 
flo!, having had many Meetings in F. 
divers Places, and found great Open- of 
neſs both amongſt Friends and other ve 
People. ca 
After we were clear of Briſtol, and it 


had viſited Friends in many Places, 
we 


. 


we travel'd through Viliſbire, and 
viſited moſt of the Meetings in our 
Way, by Reading and Vindſor, to Lon- 
don. Finding great Openneſs in and 
about that City; when we had viſited 
the Meetings there, and were clear, 
we took Meetings on our Way, to- 
ward Banbury, and a great Openneſs 
there was, amongſt People in diverſe 
Parts in that Country, and coming 
towards Birmingham and Volverbamp- 
ton, we parted, and John Bouſted tra- 
velling into Wales, to viſit Friends, I 
Went Home, 

About this Time, George Story, 
whom I mentioned before, Prieſt of 
the Pariſh, hired a Curate, and went 
away, and was a Chaplain in King 
William's Army, when they went for 
Ireland, and afterwards became Dean 
of Carrick-Fergus ; he was kind to 
Friends, and tho' he had a Demand 
of Tythe on a great many of us, for ſe- 
veral Years ; yet rather than he would 
caſt us into Priſon, he went without 

it to this Day. of 
Now 
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Now Truth having appeared, and 
the Underſtandings of many being 
opened by the Divine Light thereof, 
we were led out of many Cuſtoms, 
and Practices, which we ſaw were at- 
tended with bad or diſorderly Conſe- 
quences; and amongſt the reſt, a 
Cuſtom generally practiſed by People 
in our Country, via. making Doles at 
Burials ; for when we were firſt con- 
vinced, that Practice was grown ſo 
common, and to ſuch an Extravagan- 
cy, that great Numbers of People 
came to Burials, both Rich and Poor 
without Invitation, and as People 
were very extravagant in many Things, 
this became a Snare to ſome, and an 
Uneaſineſs to us, and we could ſee 
no real Service in making ſuch. Doles, 
when People were met together on ſuch 
2 Weighty Oocaſian, bat on the con- 
trary, great Diforders often happen'd, 
and under a ſerious Conſideration we 
had a Stop in our Minds, and could 
not follow the People of the World 
in that Cuſtom, therefore we thought 


fit to break it off at once, which = 
| ig 
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did, and gave nothing at that Time | 
to Poor or Rich, and after a little 
Time the People ſaw it to be a good 
Way, and came from doing much to 
doing but a little, and People frequent- 
ly came to our Burials, and that in 
a great deal of Seriouſneſs; fcarce an 
high Word among them; and then 
we did obſer ve Time and Room enough 
to keep a Meeting, and good Sea ſons 
we had many Times, to the Satisfac- 
tion of Friends and others. So that I 
never yet heard of any Complaint for 
Want of outward Bread, but many 
have acknowledged the Satisfaction 
they had, in partaking of the in- 
ward Bread that was broken at ſuch 
Times, and great Service there was 
among the People. And when Chri- 
Rlopber Taylor, was laid in his Grave, 
who was a juſt Man, and of good 
Fame in the Country, Friends and 
Relations with many others met to- 
gether, toaccompany his Body to the 
Burial Place, where the Lord was plea- 
{ed* eminently to appear through his 
Brother Andrew Taylor, a Worthy 
Inſtrument 
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Inſtrument in the Lord's Hand, to 
the convincing of many of the right 
Way of the Lord; and when that 
Saying was ſpoken of, comparative- 
Iy to the People, how the Prophet 
Samuel ſaid, whoſe Ox, or whoſe Aſs 
have I taken, or whom have I defrauded, 
the like Anſwer was returned in the 
Hearts of thePeople, that the Deceaſed 
had wronged no'Man. And the Lord's 
amiable Preſence greatly appeared; 
many were deeply affected, and ſeve- 
ral convinced. 

And as the Church increaſed, 
a Godly Concern came upon ſeve- 
ral, to promote a ſtrict Diſcipline 
therein, that as there had been a co- 
ming out of Babylon, there might be 
fuch a Separation, as that which was 
unclean might not be touched, and 
this became an hard Thing to ſome, 
to caſt off and forſake all their old 
Lovers : Yet the Lord owned his Peo- 
ple, and Truth proſpered, and many 
were willing by the Grace of God, to 
put to their Hand, to help forward 


this Good Work, and their Shoulders 
to 
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to bear a Part of the Burden, and fo 
the Work —_ _ _ few ay: 
pearing to o od Order in the 
Church, for which. the Lord ſhall 
have all the Praiſe. | 

Our Meeting-houſe being too little, 
and a Part of our Friends living 
three or four Miles Northward, be- 
yond the River Line, which being 
difficult to get over, having neither 
Boat nor Bridge, with Conſent of 
Friends, eſtabliſhed a Aſecting among 
themſelves, in the Winter, and after 
ſome Time built themſelves a Meerting- 
Houſe to meet in, Except that once 
every Month, they met with us at 
our Meeting- Houſe at Sykeſide, and al- 
fo-on the Week Days. 

In the Year 1691 I travePd into 


Scotland, and Thomas Blair with me. 


I had in my Mind to go and ſee a few 
Friends at oug ow, for at that Time, 
there was no "fled Meeting there. We 
travePd to Edinburgh, and ſo to the 
North, and back again into the Weſt, 
coming to Garth-Shore, after the Meet- 
ing I acquainted Friends, that I had in 


my 
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my mind to go to G/aſzow, and viſit 

the few Friends there, and enquired 

if any Friend would go along with 

me but ſome excuſing themſelves, and 

J being reſolved before hand, ſaid, 

i none of them would go, yet I would, 

and coming thereI found the People 

ſo barbarous. that I did not think there 

had been any ſuch in the three Nati- 
ons. I felt a little of it, as I came to- 
wards Garthſhore, and ſet my Face 
Weſtward, I thought I felt a great 
Cloud of Darkneſs, yet having tra- 
vePd ſeveral Times through Scotland, 

and been in many Places, both in Ex- 
gland and Ireland, I did not think 
they would have been ſo cruel, as they 
proved. James Milner and Fobn Mil- 
ner, both went with us to Gr, 
where putting up our Horſes at an Inn, 
we ſent for our Friend John Hew/town, 
and told him, we were come to ſee them, 
and enquired if we could have a little 
Time with Friends, but his Wife being 
no Friend, and the People very cruel, 
ſhe was not willingany Meeting ſhould 
be in theic Houſe, whereupon our 
| Friend 


(69) 
Friend Jobn Neile, having a Child not 


well, we went thither, and being re- 
tired a little, ſomething opened upon 


my Mind to ſpeak; after I had ſaid 


Ja little, on a ſudden People came 
| ruſhing into the Houſe, in a rude 
Manner, as the following Account will © 
ſhew, and ſtoned us out of their Town, 
with great” Severity, we went that 
Night to Hugh Wood's of Hamleton, 
with a great deal of Peace aud Com- 
fort in our own Particulars : There 
we writ the following Account; and 
called it 4 Looking Glaſs for the Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Glaſgow, 


The 4th Day of the 4th Month, 1694 


A LooxinGGLASss for the 
Inhabitants of the Town of 
GLASGOW, 3 85 


W E Chriftopher Story and Tho- 
mas Blair being drawn from 


our out ward Habitations, in the Coun- 
ty of Cumberland, to viſit Fx iends 
in 


. 
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© in Scotland, were in the pure Love of 
© God drawn to Glaſgow, Fohn Miiner, 
* of Garſhore, and James Milner of 
Hamilton, in the ſame Love, and 
© in the Freedom of their Spirits went 
along with us, aud meeting with 
our Friend Joby Hewſtown, we went 
to viſit our Friend John Neil and 
his Wife, they having a Child 
not Well, and after we had waited 
* a little together upon the Loxd, to 
feel his Power and enjoy his Preſence, 
© we can ſafely ſay, the Lord was 
* near us, ſo that I was made willing, 
* and in Obedience to the Lord's Re- 
* quirings, ſpoke of the great Joy and 
Comfort that was received in the 
Lord's Preſence, nothing more de- 
* firing than this, that all People 
might be ſenſible of the Goodneſs 
© of God held forth unto Mankind ; 
in and through his Son Chriſt Je- 
* ſus ; alſo exhorting the People to 
* tutn unto the Lord, and believe in 
* the Light, that manifeſts Sin and 
Evil, ſbewing unto all, according 
to plain Scripture, that it was Sin 
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in all Ages, that ſeparated between 
Man and his Maker, and it was In- 
1quity that withbe/d Good Things from 
him, Ce. 
* For this Cauſe and no other gi- 
ven by us, many cryed with great 
Bitterneſs againſt us, ſurrounding 
the t.ouſe about, knocking at the 
Windows, Women as well as Men, 
with great Fury, taying, pull him out, 
pull him out, ſeeming as if they 
would have torn us, but others of 
them were more moderate and ſeem- 
ed inclinable to hear, it the Rab- 
ble would have been quiet. At laſt 
there was an Uproar amongſt them, 
and they quarrel'd one with ano- 
ther, at which Time I became Si- 
lent, and a young Man amongſt them 
more uncivil than the reſt, named 
James Bear, a Presbyterian, as he 
ſaid, and no Magiſtrate , neither 
had any Warrant, with ſome other, 
would hale usout to the Streets, but 
after ſome tender arguing with him, 
and wiſhing that this Days Work he 
had done, might not be laid to his 
| * Charge 
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Charge, he was more quiet; then 
* Fohn Hleuftomn ſeeing their Incivi- 
* lity, exhorted them to Moderation, 
* with ſome other Scripture-Words 
* of Brotherly Advice, leſt their 
Bonds ſhould be made ſtronger ; 
© at which Time ſome ſcoffed ; others 
* ſaid, We would fain hear you preach, 
for we never heard Quakers preach. 
A little after, I not being clear in 
* the Sight of the Lord, was con- 
* cerned to clear my Conſcience, 
* and ſpoke to the People according 
to Scripture, that Except our Righ- 
* reouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of 
© the Scribes and Phariſees, we could 
© in no wiſe enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven; endeavouring, by ſeve- 
ral Scripture Teſtimonies, to prove 
the Necellity of firſt making clean 
the Inſide of the Cup and Platter, 
then the Outſide will be clean al- 
ſo, and that they might not be 
* liable to the Wo pronounced a- 
« oainſt the Scribes and Phariſees, 
* Then came in one thronging a- 


© mong the People, whoſe Name 
i * was 


+ 
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was John Sprewell, Tobacco-Mer- 
chant, and pulled me violently 
out of the Houſe: And when I 
was out of the Doors, the Rabble 
laid Hands on vs, as if they would 
have torn us to Pieces; but the 
ſaid Sprewe/l haled us to the Magi- 
ſtrates, and commanded the Rabble 
to be civil, but they cried, and 
ſhonted, and threw Dirt and Stones 
at us through the Streets, ſaying, 
He is a Jeſuit Dog, be hath ſpoken 
Blaſphemy, but none of them of- 
fered to prove any Thing againſt 
any of us, We were brought 
* before Bailiff Brooke, one of the 
* Mugiſtrates, who when he under- 
* ſtood the Matter, ſaid, He had not 
* Time then to hear us, but be would 
call us at another Time. But the 
* faid John Sprewell deſired earneſt- 
ly that he would detain us till 
* ſome of their Teachers were brought 
to examine us. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing the Magiſtrate diſmiſſed us, 
and Chriſtianly defired the ſaid 
* Fprewell to preſerve us from the 

D * Rabble; 
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Rabble; but Sprewe/! went away, 
„ and left us to the Will of the 
, Rabble, who ftoned us all along 
the Streets to the Houſe of aner. 
* Biſben Innkeeper ; yea, Hundreds VF 
* of Men, Women, Boys and Girls, 
followed us, caſting Stones, Coals, 
and Dirt at us, Sodom like, not- 
* withſtanding all their Profeſſion, 
And when we were come in to 
the aforeſaid Houſe to get ſome 
* Refreſhment for our Money, the 
* Rabble encompaſſed the Houſe, 
looking. in at the Windows where 
* we ſat, abuſing us with their 
* Tongues, and ſpitting in upon us. 
© And when we took our Horſes to 
go away, they abuſed us in like 
* manner as aforeſaid all along the 
© Streets to a Place called the 
© Draygate. 
Nov if the Tree muſt be known 
* by it's Fruits, let all ſober Rea- 
ders judge from what Spirit thoſe 
* Fruits aforeſaid proceed: And tho? 
© we have not given ſo full an Ac- 
count as we would, yet, we think, 
| ts hat 
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© what is here ſaid will ſhew the E- 
vil of ſuch Actions to other Na- 
© tions, and to Generations where 
* theſe ſhall come, whatever their 


_ © Profeſſion be. And we heartily 


* defire that the Great God of Hea- 
ven and Earth, who always ſaw, 
and ſtill ſeeth the Afflictions of his 
People, may forgive our Perſecutors, 
and convince them of the Evil of 
their Ways, that they may do ſo 
no more, leſt a, worſe Thing befall 
them. And for a Confirmation of 
this Teſtimony, we ſubſcribe our 
Names, and appeal to all ſober 
$ Perſons that beheld it. 


F a .- 


Chriſtopher Story, 
Thomas Blaire. 


About a Week after, Robert Bar- 
row and John Thompſon of Weſt mor- 
land came there, and they abuſed 
them, and endeavoured to ſet a Ma- 
ſtiff · Dog upon them. But notwith- 
ſtanding all their Cruelty both a- 


gainſt Friends that lived there (tho 


"" 2 ; but 
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| but three or four) and alſo Stran- 
gers that came to viſit them, in 2 
4 Kerle Time a Meeting was ſettled, 
and ſeveral convinced, for which the 
Lord ſhall have the Praiſe. 

In the Tear 1693, Andrew Taylor 
and I travelled into the Weſt and 
South Parts of this Nation ; and vi- 
fiting Friends in Weſtmorland, Lanca- 
Vire, Cheſhire, Herefordſhire, Glou- 
' ceflerſhire, and ſo to Briſto/, had 
many good Opportunities both a- 
| mong Friends and others. 
| 


* 


— 


f After we were clear of Briflol, we 
viſited Cs 15 1 0 Dax- 
[ etfhire, Devonſhire, Hampſhire, Suſ- 
| | 2 and Kent, and fo to Fog 
ln moſt Places was an Openneſs to 
bear the Truth, tho? an Unwilling- 
neſs to bear the Croſs, And after 
we had ftayed two Weeks in London, 
to our great Satisfaction, we ſet for- 
ward to Barnet, and had a Meeting; 

and viſited Friends Meetings all a- | 
long by Northampton, Notting ban, 


Teed;, and ſo to Cumberland to our 
own 


* 


A 


og Dwellings, where we found. all 
well. 

Living not far from Scotland, I 
had a Defire to viſit ſome Parts of 
that Nation; and having had Meet- 
ings near the Border, and one at 
Gretney in Scotland, People of ſeve- 
ral Sorts were deeply affected with 
the Teſtimony of Truth; afterwards 
I, with ſome Friends, appointed a 
Meeting at Broom Holm, where we 
had Liberty granted by the Owner 
of the Ground. But the Priefts per- 
ceiving it, by their Threatnings af- 
frighted the Man, ſo that he would 
not let us meet upon his Ground , 
we being ſtopt on the Highway on 
Tarraſide, fat down together. Now 
the Elders, with others, being com- 
manded to come out of ſeveral Pa-- 
riſhes, uſed Violence to drive us a+ 
way, but could not prevail; and 
after ſome Time, they went away 
a Mile or more to Cannonby Kirk, 
(ſo called) and by the Conſent of 
the Prieſt the moſt Part of them 
came with Officers, and rude 
| * {habby ' 
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ſhabby Lads, and Yonths void of 
Underſtanding; and laid violent 
Hands upon Friends, and as Men 
and Boys without either Fear or Wit, 
beat and abuſed Friends, and broke 
John Bouſtead's Head till the Blood 
ran down. They that commanded: 
this Rabble were the Elders, and 
other Men of Note; but a brave War- 
fare it was, and Friends kept their 
Places old and young, and the Meet- 
Ing continued near three Hours, 
where ſeveral Friends declared the 
Teſtimony of Truth amongſt them. 
And the Presbyterian Spirit, and the 
Cruelty of it, was both ſeen and 
Judged by many. Friends returned 
with Peace and Satisfaction. | 

Since that Time, ſeveral Things 
fell out that were remarkable; par- 
ticularly an Accident that happened 
not long after, on a firſt Day, when 
People had been at their Worſhip at 
the aforeſaid Kirk of Cannonby : In 
their Return going over the River 
Er near the Kirk in a Boat, being 


Thirty five Perſons or thereabouts, 
It 


3 
> 
C 


diſabled by old Age and Weakneſs 


bouring Counties, and alſo the 


es 
it ſuddenly ſunk down into the 
Water, and Twenty eight were 
drowned, tho' not far from the 
Land. Tho' the ſame Boat, as it 
was reported, had carried over Fifty 
five at. a Time or thereabouts; and 
there being no apparent Danger, 
made the Thing more remarkable. 
And as Friends Care conrinued 1n 
having Meetings in freſh Places, ſo 
at Times many came to the Meeting+ 
houſe at Sike/ide to hear the Teſti- 
mony of Truth declared; and their 
Expecations of Truth were often 
anſwered; for when travelli 
Friends came into the County, they 
often viſited us on Firſt- Days; and 
they who came to hear, generally 
went away well ſatisfied. | 
When divers of our ancient Friends 
were removed by Death, and others- 


of Body, it became more my Con- 
cern to be engaged in the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of Truth in our 
own County, and to viſit neigh- 


D.4. Yearly 
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Yearly Meetings at London ; and to 
have Meetings in diverſe freſh Pla- 
ces both in our own Country and in 
the Borders of Scotland, where wt 
met with hard Uſage Time after 
Time, to their Shame. 

In the Year 1698, towards the lat- 
ter End of the ninth Month, my 
Wife and I went to viſit Friends 
in Scotland, and the Harveſt being 
backward that Year in diverſe Pla- 
ces as we travelled, untill we came 
to Aberdeen, People were but Reap- 
ing their Corn; and a Storm of 
Snow having fallen and lain upon it 
for a Month before it was reaped, 


People made Fires in the Fields, it 


was ſo cold; which made both Corn 
and Fodder ſcarce: The poor Peo- 
ple looked like Death, ſome dyed in 
the Highways, and more were ſup- 
poſed to dye with the Corn being 
unwholſome, than for Want of 
Bread. And as there had been more 
Years than one that Corn had been 
dear, and many poor People were 
like to loſe Hope of having Plenty 
Aga ; 
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again; my Wife in her Teſtimony ' 
in a — at Ki/muck beyond 
Aberdeen had it to ſay, There ſhould. 
be Plenty of Bread again, ſhe being 
attended with the Life of Truth; 
Friends that were but weak and poor - 
believed, and ſeemed mightily to re- 
Joyce, When we had viſited all the 
Meetings there, and been kindly re-- 
ceived by Friends and many others, 
we returned Home, and found our 
Family well. | | 

The next Yearly Meeting I went” 
to London, and gave Friends an Ac- 
count; and as the Brethren's Care 
had been that Friends in that Coun- 
try ſhould not ſuffer Want, their 
Care increaſed untill Plenty came, 
About this Time I wrote the fol 
lewing Epiſtle to- Friends, 


(j 


An EPISTLE of Love and 
good Advice to the People of 
the Lord every where. 


Dear Friends, 

HO are broken off from the 
wild Olive, and grafted into 
the Heavenly Vine, it is unto you 


Earneſt Travel upon my Spirit, that 
as ye have known the watering 
Showers : of the Lord's Heavenly 
Rain to fall upon you, you may not 
only bud and bloſſom, but bring 


whcm be Dominion a 
ever and ever. 

And now, dear Friends, who in 
Meaſure have eſcaped the Pollutions 
of this World, and in all your So- 

journing in the Way to Sion, have 
had a godly Care upon your Minds to 
ceaſe doing evil, that ye may know 
a Learning to do well; this is * 


Honour for 


my Love and Life flows with an 


forth much Fruit to the Praiſe and 
Glory of 8 Father, to 


a 
1 
T 
1 


„ 
I would remind you of; reſt not 
N ſatisfied in that ye are come by 
| the teaching of God's Grace to eſ- 
chew Evil, but alſo that ye are 
found doing good; knowing that it is 
the fruitleſs Trees that cumber the 
| Ground; it's high Time for all to 
awake to Righteouſneſs z for many 
are called to awake from Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, which is well ſo far: But 
what will this avail, if Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs be not brought forth? - 
For as it is written, The 4x is laid 
ro the Root of the Tree; that the Tree: 
that brings not forth good Fruit may 
be bewn down, and caſt into the Fire- 
And therefore it is greatly needful, 
to abide- in the Vine into which ye 
are already grafted, that fruitful,” 
Trees ye may be, like Foſeph of 
Old, whoſe Branches ſpread over the 
Wall. © 14 tg] 
And Friends, Let none fit down,- 
at Eaſe in the Way to Sion, like 
ſome of old, who begun well, and 
ran well for a Time, and ſat down 
ſhort of the true Reſt; Or like the 
Ds6. young 
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| We 
young Man that came unto Chrift 
Jeſus, who had kept the Command- 
ments from his Youth, yet wanted 
one Thing; and not given up to 
follow the Lord fully, fat down ſhort 
of laying up Heavenly Treaſure. 
And therefore let all follow the Lord 
fully, who is the Captain of our 
Salvation, and great Biſhop and 
Shepherd of the Soul, who leads his 
- into green Paſtures, feeds his 
Flocks as by the ſtill Waters, and 
gives unto his Eternal Life. | 
Let every one's Eye be Single un- 
to the Lord, that the whole Body 
may be full of Light; ſuch it is 
whoſe Underſtandings the Lord doth 


open; they ſee their Duty unto | 


God, and their Duty one unto an- 
other. 

It is therefore now Time for all 
that profeſs the true and living 
Faith, that purifies the Heart, and 
works by Love, to come forth and 
ſhew themſelves, and walk in the 


Light of the new Feruſa/em, where 


"Precedent is going before Precept, 
Y FPxample 
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Example before Doctrine, and Ac- 
tions and Doings, before Words and 
Teſtimonies; and on this wiſe the 
Lord is greatly at Work in the 
earts of his People, to make them 
exemplary to others in the Way to 


Sion, where the Saints Solemnity is 


= 


met with, 
And now, Dear Friends, who have 
given up your felves to follow the 
Lamb in the Way of Regeneration, 
and in ſome Meaſure have known 
our Garments waſhed: Ye are to- 
hold on your Way, for the Mark is. 
before: Such it is the Lord is draw- 


Ing near unto, teaching them to lay 


up Heavenly Treafure. It is the 
Lord that teaches his 9 to pro- 
fit, and ſuch come to ſee in the 


Light of the Lord, that makes ma- 


nifeſt the Will and Mind of God to 
Mankind, that it is not enough to 
Glorifie God in your Bodies and 
Spirits, which are the Lord's, which 
is well ſo far, but we are to ſerve 
the Lord, with what we may receive 
from his bon tiful Hand, of his out- 


* 
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ward Mercies, which many are 


made large Stewards of: Remember 


Cornelins his Prayers and Alms were 
accepted, and aſcended up for a Me- 


morial before the Lord, to his great 


Comfort and future Happineſs, and 
drew down a Bleſſing upon his Hou- 


ſhold And ſeeing that to do good, 


and to communicate, 1s ſuch a need- 


ful Duty, there is ſurely need to 
charge them, who are Rich in this 


World, not to truſt in uncertain 
Riches, but to truſt in the Living 


God, who will call all Men to an 
Account of their Stewardſhip one 
Day, for what we enjoy it is the 


Lord's; therefore all that would be 


clear in the Day of their Account, 


muſt wait for the Lord's order- 


ing Hand to be near them, who: 


opened the Heart of Lydia, and 


when opened, her Service was to in- 


vite the Lord's People into her 
Houſe; which being done in a right 
Mind, brings a Bleſſing; and ſuch 
loſe not their Reward. 


And 


| | ay; 
„ 
And as it is the good Reward that 
attends the good Work, it hath been 
much upon my Mind of late, to re- 
mind the Lord's People to do good 
unto all, but more eſpecially the Hou- 
ſhold of Faith; and that all ſuch 
4 who may have much of the outward 
Mammon committed to their Truſt, 
be not. ſhort of Feeding the Hun- 
gry, Cloathing the Naked, Enter- 
taining Strangers, Viſiting the Sick, 
and them that are in Priſon, which 
N maſt needs be a neceſſary Duty, ſee- 
ing the Lord takes it as done unto 
himſelf: And that none of the Lord's 
People may be found wanting in the 
Day of their Account, let it be 
the Care of all, who expe& a good 
| Reward from the Hand of the Lord, 
- to Sow plentifully, that they may 
| Reap plentifully; for they that Sow 
| ſparingly, ſaith the Apoſtle, hel? 
Reap ſparingly; and the Time draw- 

eth near that every one muſt receive 

a Reward according to their Works; 
What will it profit any then, if they 
could have gained the whole World 

an : 
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and loſe their own Soul? For as it is 
written, When the Son of Man fhall 
come in bis Glory, and all the Holy 
Angels with him, then ſhall be fit upon 
the Throne of his Glory. And 1 
him ſhall be g ithered all Nations; 
an he jhall ſeparate them one from 
another, as a Shepherd divideth his 
Sheep from the Goats : And be ſhall ſet 
the Sheep on bis right Hand, but thc 
Goats on the left. Then ſhall the King 
fay unto them on his right Hand, Come, 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit ihe 
Kingdom prepared for you, from the 
Foundation of the World. For I was 
an Hunegred, and ye gave me Meat : 
I was Thirſty, and ye gave me Drink - 
I was a Stranger, and ye took me in: 
Naked, and ye Cloathed me: I was 
Sick, and ye Viſned me: I was in 
Priſon, and ye came unto me. Then 
fhall the Righteous anſwer him, ſaying, 
Lord, when ſaw we thee an Hungred, 
and Fed thee? Or Thirſly, and gave 
thee Drink? When ſaw we thee a 
Srranger, and took thee in? Or Me- 
ked, and Cletbed thee * Or when ſaw 


we” 


* 
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we thee Sick, or in Priſon, and came 
unto thee ? And the King ſhall anſwer, 
and ſay unto them, Verily I fay unto 
you, in as much as ye have done it to 
the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 
done it unto me, Then ſhall be alſo 
fay to them on the left Hand, Depart _ 
from me, ye Curſed, into Everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
bis Angels. For I was an Hungred, 
and ye gave me no Meat : I was Thir- 


fly, and ye gave me no Drink : I was 4 


Stranger, and ye took me not in Na- 
ked, and ye cloathed me not: Sick, and 
in Priſon, and ye Viſited me not. 
Then fhall they alſo anſwer him, fay- 
ing, Lord, when ſaw we thee an Hun- 
gred, or Thirfly, or a Stranger, or 
Naked, or Sick, or in Priſon, and did 
not miniſter unto thee? Then ſhall he 
anſwer them, ſaying, Verily I ſay ants 
you, In as much as ye did it not to- 
one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not 
to me. And theſe ſhall go away into 
Everlaſting Puniſhment : But the Righ- 
reaus into Life Eternal, And there- 
fore, that none may reſt ſatisfied in 
Feeding, 
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Feeding, Cloathing, and taking Care 
of themſelves in Sickneſs, c. fuppo- 
Jing to lay up durable Riches, and 
* be unmindful of the Poor, the 
idow, and the Fatherleſs, ſuch may 
do well to make a narrow Search, 
and conſider whether they are come 
to that Religion which is pure and 
undefiled, that is, to Viſit the Father- 
leſs, and the Widow, in their Afflic- | 
tion; and to keep unſpotted of the 
World. 423 | 
And now, my Dear Friends, in. 
this Time of Eaſe and outward Li- 
berty, which the Lord's Faithful 
People greatly prize, as a. Mercy 
from the Lord's bountiful Hand, Be- 
ware of the Enemy of the Soul, that 
Jies near to draw the Minds of Men 
and Women to love the World, and 
the Things of this World; For who- 
ſocver loveth the World, the Love of 
the Father is not in him; and this 
unwearied Adverſary, whoſe Tranſ- 
formings are great, would come in 
under Pretence of being a Friend, but» 


in the Light of the Lord is ſeen 8 | 
Ee 


„ 
be a devouring Enemy; not leading 
at firſt into open a for 
many are dead to the groſs Evils 
that are in the World, but rather in- 
to earthly Mindedneſs, where little 
Fruit is brought forth that is well 
pleaſing unto the, Lord; and his End 
is to waſte and deſtroy the Heritage 
of the Lord : Ought not all to Pray, 
as their Flight hath not been 1n 
Winter, that it may not be on the 
Sabbath-Day, for many are Culled, 
but JO are Choſen * And as the 
Lord in his Mercy hath freed us of 
many Burdens, our Elder Brethren 
bore in the Heat. of the Day, the 
Memorial of whom is {weet unto the 
Living, who gave their Cheek: to the 
Smiter, and their Head to him that 
pulled off the Hair; and that which 
they enjoyed to Day, they could not 
call their own to Morrow ; whoſe In- 
nocent Sufferings took deep Impreſ- 
ſions upon many People, and largely 
_ manifeſted their Love to God, and 
Contempt of the World; and man 
came to ſee that the Lord's People 
were 
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were diligent in Labouring in the 
outward Creation, that they might 
not be chargeable to others; yet 
willing to give up their All, when 
called thereunto, to ſuffer for his 
Name Sake; and here their Light 
ſhined to the Admiration of many, 
that great is become the Gatherings of 
the Lord's People, who through ma- 
ny Tribulations enter the Kingdom, 
and whoſe Care is to lay up durable 
Riches, 

Aud now, that it may be the Care 
of all ſach, who may not be called 
to give up their all, and ſo manifeſt. 
their Love to God, and Contempt of 
the World, in fuffering for his Name 
ſake, to be found in the doing Part, 
that there may be a Delight 1n do- * 
ing Good, and ſhewing Mercy; and 1 
that Saying may be fulfilled; If thint J; 
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Enemy hunger, feed hin, if be thirſt, |} F 
give bim Driny; and then no Doubt R 
but there will be a feeding one ano; 1 1 
ther; and here it is made manifeſt, Ri 


who they are that love Enemies, and 
ſuch muſt of neceſſity love one ano- 


ter 


* 
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ther, as the Lord, for Chriſt's Sake, 
hath loved us. | 
And dear Friends, it is our Con- 
tempt of the World, that makes fruit- 
ful, as we abide in the Heavenly Vine; 
and no Doubt, but if there be ſach a 
true Care, as there ought to be, to 
ſhew Forth the Lord's Praiſe, who 
hath called us to Hilory and Virtue ; 
but the Lord will open the Eyes of 
many, to ſee our Love to God, and 
Contempt of the World, in thisCalm 
Time, that many ſhall ſay, theſe Peo- 
ple are diligent and laborious in all 
their Undertakings, yet they exceed 
many of their Equals in Hoſpitality, 
in diſperſing abroad, and giving to 
the Poor; which being done in a right 
Mind, always was, and ſtill is, a good 
Work, being done ſo as that they that 
did it, their End was not to be ſeen 


of Men, for if ſo, ſuch have their 


Reward, but if done ſo, as that the 
left Hand may not know what the 
Right Hand doth, the Lord, who ſees 
in ſecret, will-reward ſuch KL p 
n 
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And now, my dearly beloved Friends, 
whom the Lord hath given Gifts unto, 
and who are become Planters, and Wa- 
terers, in his holy Hand, whoſe Ser- 
vice is great in the Church, to the 
bringing of many from far, near un- 
to the Lord, that ſuch may do their 
Day's Work, faithfully, that there 
may not be a coming ſhort of the 
Crown in the End, is the weighty Con- 
cern that ought to remain upon the 
Minds of all ſuch, and that there max 
be a Readineſs and Willingneſs at all 


Times, to anſwer the Lord's Requi- + 


Tings, and to ſhew forth a good Ex- 
ample unto all, in keeping clear of 
thoſe unneceſſary Intanglements of 
this Life, that may hurt their 
Service in the Church, remembri 
the Saying of the wiſe Apoſtle, Ao 
Man that warreth, intangleth himſelf 
with the Affairs of this Life; but ra- 
ther conclude with the Apoſtle, when 
he writes to Timothy, For we brought © 
nothing (ſays he) into this World, and 
it is certain, We can carry nothing out. 
And having Food and Raymem, let - 

be 
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be therewith content. Signifying how 
the Love of Money i the Root of all 


Evil; which while ſome Men coveted 
after, they bave erred from the Faith, 
and pierced ibemſelves through with ma- 


ny Sorrows. But thou, O Man of God, flee 


theſe Things, and follow after Righte- 
ouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Meek- 
neſs : Charging him, in the Sight of 


God, and before Feſwus Chriſt, that thou 


keep thu Commandment, (ſays he) with- 


out Spot, unrebukable, until the ap- 


pearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 
which in his Time he ſhall ſhew, who 
1s the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
c. to whom be Honour and Po- 
wer Everlaſting. Amep. 

And, Dear Friends, as there are 
Diverſities of Gifts, by one and the 
ſame Spirit, ſo Members of that 
Holy Body, of which Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Head, have their ſeveral Services 
in the Body, and many are become, 
inthe Lord's Hand, as Pruners and 
Diggers in his Vineyard: O that ſuch 
may do their Day's Work N 1 

| For 
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For as I have already ſaid, the old 
Enemy is greatly at work, to lead in- 
to earthly Mindedneſs, and though 
little Fruit is brought forth by many, 
that is well pleaſing unto the Lord, 
yet ſuperfluous Branches grow natu- 
rally, where there is a being often 
watered; what muſt be done to the 
fruitleſs Trees, that cumber the 
Ground? (Shall they not be cut down?) 
It is written, A certam Man had a fig- 
tree planted in hu Vineyard, and be 
came and ſought Fruit thereon, and 
found none; then ſaid he tothe Dreſ- 
fer of bu Vineyar 1, Behold, theſe three 
Tars have I come ſeeking Fruit of this 
Fig-Tree, and found none; cut it down, 
* cumbreth it the Ground? And he 
anſwered and ſaid unto bim, Lord, let 
it alone this Tear alſo, till I ſhall dig 
about it, and dung it, and if it bear 
Fruit, well; andif not, then after that 
thou ſhalt cut it down, So it appears 
the fruitleſs Trees are not to be Jet 
alone to cumber the Ground. 

And therefore, Men being compa- 
red nnto Trees, What great m_ is 
55 | N there 
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there for all that profeſs the Way and 
Trath of the Lord, to be ſo fruitful, 
as that Trees of Righteouſneſs Men 
may call them; and ſeeing the Tree 
is known by the Fruit, that ſuch 
Fruit may be brought forth by the 
Lord's People every where, as will 
demonſtrate that they are the Bran- 
ches of the Heavenly Vine: And on 
this wiſe the Apoſtle Peter exhorted 
the Believers, who had eſcaped 
the Corruption that is inthe World, 
through Luſt: And beſides this (ſaid, 
he) giving all Diligence, add to your 
Faith Virine ; and to Virtue, Know- 
ledge ; and io Knowledge, Tempe- 
rance; and unto Temperance, Patience; 
and 10 Patience, Godlineſs; and to 
Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs , and to 
Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity : And 
what is aimed at, in the whole Mat- 
ter herein contained, 1s that all may 
be found in theſe Things, that make 
neither Barren nor Untruitful, in the 
Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
But he that lacketh theſe Things (ſaith 
the Apoſtle) i — and cannot ſee 

a 


| „ HE 
Afar off, and bath forgotten that he 'was 
purged from his old Sins ; wherefore I 
ſhall conclude with the Saying of tke 
Apoſtle, Iwill not be negligent to put 
you always in Remembrance of theſe 
Things. though you know them, and be 
eftablifhed in the preſent Truth: Tea 
(ſays he) Irhink it meet, as long as J 
m in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you up, 
by putting you in Remembrance. 

In a feeling of that divine Sweet- 
neſs, and Ray of God's Glory, that 
covers the Souls of the Righteous, do 
I CEL ſalute all that are ſo- 
5 in the Way to Zion, ſincere- 


rival at that Eternal Reſt, where the 
R'ghteous ſhall ever live, to praiſe and 
magnifie the worthy Name of the 


on the Throne, for ever and ever, 
Amen, 1 


By a Lover of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
3 Chriſtopher Story, 
Rig be ad in Cumberland, | 

the 5th of the 11th | 
Month, 1699 | Now 


y deſiring your happy and ſafe Ar- 


Lord God, and the Lamb, that fits up- 
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Now the Number of Friends in- 
creaſing, many being convinced, and 
Friend's growing up, our Meeting- 
Houſe at Se. Side grew too little ta 


contain us, and in the aforeſaid Year 
1699 (it being about twenty ſeven 
Years ſince our Meeting was farſt 
ſettled) we enlarged the Meeting- 
Houſe, which, is ſuppoſed, it will con- 
tain about three Hundred, and 1s ge- 
nerally well filled; many of our 
Children growing up in the Truth, and 
being zealous for the God of their Fa- 
thers. Thus hath the Lord increaſed 
our Number, and as the Harveſt is 
great, and the Labourers but few, 
there is great Need to pray the Lord 
of the Harveſt, to ſend forth more 
Labourers, who can do what ſeems 
good in his Sight, to whom be Ho- 
nour and Praiſe forever. | 

In the Year 1701, I had it in my 
Mind to viſit Friends in reland, and 
when theTime came I concluded to go 
and having acquainted Friends accord 
ing to Order, had a Certificate from 
the Monthly * and * 
"4 5. | 2 I y 
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171 took m my Journey for Ireland, and 
a Friend of our Meeting with me, 


whoſe Name was Richard Latimer : 
We went through Scotland. and Gilbert 


rags” 4d with fome other Friends born 
in that *Country, having ſent ſome 


Friend's Books relating to the Princi- 


ples of Truth, tobe ſpread abroad in 
s Nation, we diſpers'd them all 
along, (as we had Opportunity) till 
we came to Port Patrick, which was 


about eighty Miles, as the tollowing 


Letter will give a Relation. 


Lurgan, in veland, the 211 of the third | 


Month, 1701. 


PS. 


* reacheth to thee over Sea and Land, 


* whoſe Care, (with the reſt of thy 


* Brethren) hath been manifeſted in 
* ſending to your Native Country ſuch 
© Books as are for Information, con- 

* cerning thoſe weighty Things moſt 
* certainly believ'd amongft us. I 


could have deſired ye might have 
ſeen 


Oving Friend Gilbert M. leſon! 
The Salutatien of dear Love 
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* ſeen the Acceptance your free Gift 
| © in the Love of God had amongſt 
them, but ſeeing it was not ſo, I 
6 ul give ſome Account as follow- 
eth. 

Another Friend and I, going to 
* viſit Friends in Ireland, and our 
* Way being through the Weft of 
* Scotland, we lookt upon this a fit 
Opportunity to diſperſe the Books 
in that Part of the Nation, and 
© four honeſtFriends goingalong with 
dus, we had travel'd but a little in 
* Scotland, till we came to a Country 
Place where there was a Mill, and 
* ſeveral People about it; we paſſed 
+ by, and being gone but a little Way, 
became uneaſy, and not willing to 
* mils, the. firſt Step, we ſent two 
Friends back again, with two of 
the Books, who. told the People that 
* ſame of our Friends who lived at 
London, being born in the Nation 
of Scat / and, in Love to their Coun- 
try, had ſent thoſe Books to be diſ- 
tributed as. a free Giftz and we go 
ing for Ireland had 1 
E 2. of 
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of them, deſiring them to pernſe 
them, and let others have the read- 
* ingof them. The People with great 

* Thankfnlneſs received them; and | 
* almoſt in every Town we gave the | 

* like Acconnt, and the People were | 
* ſo pleaſed, that ſome offered Money, 

others defired us to drink, but as 
they (i. e.) the Books were a free | 
Gitt, we would not accept of any 
* Thing upon that Account, Near 

© the ſecond Hour in the Afternoon, 

ve came to Dumfrieze, and went to |} 
an Iun, and after ſome Refreſhment 

* we enquired of the Inn-Keeper, if 
* we might have a Room for a Meet - 
ing, which was refuſed, and after 

* wehad ſat a little together, we had 
* Freedom to go out to the publick 

Place in the High Street; when the 
People ſaw us walk out, they fol- 
* lowed, believing we would have a 
* Meeting, and we ſitting down on 

* the Fiſh Croſs, the People gathered 1 | 
near us, I found a Concern upon 

* my Mind in the Love of God, to 


 exhoct them to love and fear the 
Lord, 


* n 
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Lord, as Abraham and others had 
done in their Generation, Ialſo ſig- 
* nified how they manifeſted it by 
* their Faithfulneſs and Obedience to 
* the Lord, in anſwering what hg re- 
* quired of them. A great Part were 
very ſober and willing to hear, and 
* after ſome confiderable Time, the 
* Town Officers were ſent to diſperſe - 
* the Meeting, but they being pret- - 
ty civil, were prevailed on to for- 
« dear till a Friend had prayed. Aud 
then a Friend gave a Relation as 
* aforeſaid, and the People were very 
* deſirous to receive the Books, it 
ſeeming to be what they wanted, 
* that if we had given many more 
* than we did, there were to receive 
them with great Freedom. And as 
* we walked in the Street, the Town 
Officers being with us, we ſaw them 
* flocking together to read. We ftay- 
* ed all Night, and walked to and 
fro in the Town, but no Harſhneſs 
appeared from any ; we beard ſome 
: laying; theſe are the Honeſt Men 

* they diſturbed. Next Morning we 
0, E4 journeyed 


—— 
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* journeyed forward, and had not 
gone far till a ſober like Man came 
down a ſteep Place, as if he had 
* defigned to meet us, after ſome Diſ- 
* courſe we gave him aBook,and when 
he underſtood what Prafeſfron we 
* were-of, he greatly deſired to con- 
* verſe with us, for that was what he 
© had long wanted, (as he ſaid) and 
offered to go forward with us, to 


® have ſome Diſcourſe, if we would 


ride eafily, but after ſome Time we 
© 'defired him to be ſatisfied and let 
us go, for we hop'd the Book would 


give him as full an Account of our 


. Faith and Principles, as we in a lit- 
* tle Time could do. And all along 
* we had frequent Opportunities to 
© diſperſe them to great Satisfaction, 
and People in receiving them ſhewed 
us much Kindneſs, ſo that our Way 
* was very: proſperous. 
* When we came to a Friend's 
+ Houſe that lives at Baldown near 
* Wrgton in Gallawey, and no Friends 
wilt. n ſixty Miles of him, but one, 
we thought it needful, be _ a 
/ an 
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© Man of good Repute in the Country, 
© toleave a Part of the Books with him 
© defiring him to {pread them abroad 
| © ſ>as others might peruſe them. And 
© when we came to Port Patrick, to 
take ſhipping for Ireland, the laſt: 
Night we were there, having Part 
| * of the Books to diſpoſe of, your 
| ** Free Gift ſeemed more acceptable 
to many than if we had given them 
© Money, and having but one left, 
© when upon the Sea, near to loſe 
| © Sightof Scotland, the Skipper asked if 
I would give him a Book, I ſaid I had 
but one, and he ſhould have it; there 
being a Calm at that Time, they 
© read it from one to another, and I 
* may ſay, I had my Reward plenti- 
fully in the Diſcharge of my Duty; 
Land 1 hope on will have the like, 
| that they that plow, and they that 
* ſow, may reap together in the Time 


1 
* 


* 


* of Harveſt. £ 
And now being ſafely. arrived in 
* Treland, the next Day was the Pro» 
* vince Meeting, for the North, and 
we were glad to 4 ** 
5 V 
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ly together. With my dear Love 

once more to, Thee and faithful 
Friends, as alſo to Friends that come 
from Cunberland to the Tearly- 
* Meeting, I bid Thee Farewe!: from 
* thy Friend, 


Chriſtopher Story. 


Being at the Province Meeting, 
which was both a large and good 
Meeting; Accounts were brought in 
from the Particular Meetings, of the 
Care and Faithfulneſs of Friends, in 
diverſe Branches of our Teſtimony, 
except in one Place, where ſome Re- 
lations had paid Tythes, or ſome- 
thing on the Behalf of Tythes, for 
Friends, and this became an Exerciſe 
fo the Meeting, for it ſpread about 
like a Leprofie, and was an Evil Ex- 
ample to others, and ſome would ar- 
gue, that Friend's Relations would 
Not be prevailed with not to meddle; 
but as Endeavours were uſed in Re- 
ality, this Practice was {et aide, as 

| it 
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it hath been in diverſe Places (to my 
Knowledge) where Friends were tru- 
iy careful to come up with their 
aithful Brethren in this weighty 
Branch of our Teſtimony. And I 
have alſo for many Years obſerved, 
that where Friends were Lukewarm, 


and not faithful in this Branch of 


their Teſtimony, they proſpered not 
in the Truth, but rather decay'd and 
wither d. 

After we had viſited Meetings in 


that Province, we traveld towards 


the Moat ; and at Aſountmelick, was 
the Province Meeting, to good Satis- 
faction; ſo we proceeded to Limerick, 
and Cork, and were at their Province 
Meeting at Clammel, and I was glad 
to ſee Friends ſo eſtabliſhed in the 
Truth, there being a great Reforma- 
tion in diverſe Parts, ſince the Time 
1 had been there before, which was a- 
bout fourteen Years : Afterward we 
went to the Province Meciing at Wick- 
cliff, and having ſeen Friends pretty: 
generally, been at four Province 


Meetings, and in about twelve Weeks 


E6 viſited 
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viſited moſt of the Meetings of 


Friends in Ireland, after we had 
ſtayed ſome Time in Dublin we came 
for Cumberland; and meeting with 
no contrary Winds at Sea, came 
readily Home to our Families, with 


Deſires to the Lord that we may be 


thankful for all his Mercies. 

And now, by the good Providence 
of God, being eaſed of diverſe Trou - 
bles which but a few Years before 
we lay under, we began to think of 
our Neighbours that lived at Can- 


nonby, who had been ſo cruel againſt 


us when we met at Tarrra/ide, (as 
before related) and having Liberty 

ranted to keep a Meeting at Wood- 
Fuſe Lees in the ſame Pariſh, when 
Friends were met and ſet down to 
keep our Meeting abroad, (there be- 
ing no Houſe there convenient to 
contain the Mulrirude) Bayliff Mel- 
vin with a Company of Men on 
Horſeback, and others on Foot, 
brought out of ſeveral Pariſhes, ſome 


of them of the baſer Sort, came on 


Purpoſe to diſturb our Meeting: We 


being 


down themſelves with Friends; but 


"# 
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being fat down on the Ground, if 
the faid Melvin had not taken ſpe- 
cial Care, in all Appearance they 
would have trodden Friends with 
their Horſes Feet. "They commanded 
us to be gone; yet we were not 
free to depart untill the Meeting- 
time was over; and therefore they 
began to throw Friends down a ſteep 
Place, on Purpoſe tg' diſperſe us, and 
did it with ſuch Fierceneſs and Vio- 
lence, that ſometimes they tumbled 


the Ground being dry, Friends came 
up again, and they heated and fa- 
tigued themſelves ſo much, that af- 
ter ſome Time they grew weary. 
And diverſe Publick Friends being 
there, as they began to ſpeak, they 
hurried them into a Wood that was 
near, and the People followed, and 
Friends ſounded the Teſtimony of 
Truth amongft them, and the Well - 
3 270 1 to hear: And 

enry Atkinſon offering to pray, two 
Menon Horſeback took fm wag 
and dragged him through the _ 
122 Wnere 
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where the Ford was deep, and put 
him into an Houſe: on the other Side. 
When Friends had Freedom, we 
parted, and through the Lord's 
Mercy, there was no Friend that 
received any great Damage; and 
believing that Janes 4rmjirong Prieſtof 
Canonby, with others of his Brethren, 
were the Caule of this great Abuſe 
we received, I had it in my Min1 


to write a Letter to the ſaid Prieſt, 


which was delivered into hisown Hand 
by two Friends, and 1s as followeth. 


To James Armſtrong Prieſt 
of Cannonby, and the reſt 


of bis Brethren. 
6 PON the fourth Day of the 
6 ſixth Month laſt, we had it 


* upon our Minds in the Love of God 
to viſit you our Neighbours in 
*. Cannonby Pariſh, and thereabouts ; 
© and tho we have lived for many 
« Years not many Miles diſtant, yet, 
$ we ſuppoſe, not ſo well known to 

= * you 


——— 


may judge; and it was as fol- 
loweth: 6, 
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you, as we deſire to be, in the moſt 
weighty Matters relating to Salva- 
tion, When we were come toge- 
ther to wait upon the Lord, and 
to perform that Worſhip that is to 


>a <N ..,@ © ® 


we 


be performed in Spirit and in 


Truth, John Melvin, with many 
© others, ſeveral of which ſeemed to 
© be of the baſer Sort, in a rude man- 
© ner diſturbed us, unchriſftian-like. 
I being there, had ſomething upon 
my Mind to ſpeak to the People, 
© how and in what manner we ex- 
* pected to be ſaved, deſiring their 
Audience; but without giving me 
* Liberty, they bal'd me away, as 
they had done my Brethren before 
* me, and not having Opportunity 
to ſpeak in the Hearing of all what 
* was at that Time upon my Mind; 
© 1] ſhall here give thee and thy 
* Brethren ſome Account, that y 


That there is not another 
Name given under Heaven by 
a which 


— 


I! © which Men can be ſaved, but by 
the Name of 7 ESUS; unto whoſe 
Name every Knee muſt bow, and 


Tongue confeſs, either in Judg-- 
| | * ment, or in Mercy: And that it | 
was the ſame Jeſus Chriſt who was | 
born of the Virgin Mary, in Beth- 
leben in Judea, whoſe Life Herod | 
* ſought, who after he bad wrought 
many Miracles, ſuffered the Con- 
 tradiCtion of Sinners, and whoſe 
precious Blood was ſhed without 
* the Gates of Jeruſalem, that taſted 
* Death for Mankind, that he might 
* be a Propitiation for the Sins of 
* the whole World; who was laid 
in the new Sepulchre, role again 
* the Third Day, who after his ap- 
pearing unto his Diſciples, as the 
+ Scripture makes mention, was re- | 
+ ceived into a Cloud out of their 
* Sight, and fits at the right Hand 
* of the Father. All which Teſti - 
* <\monies recorded in the Scriptures 
of Truth, from the Time of the 
Virgin Mary's being overſhadowed 
* by the-Holy Ghoſt, aud the Child | 
| © Jeſus | 
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Jof the Epbe/ians, Till we all come in 


* ledge of the Son of God fare of 
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K Jeſus being brought Sah in Bet h. 


leben of Fudea, unto that Day the 
Cloud received him out of the Pi- 
. ſeaples Sight, all Chriſtians that 
ever I met with agree in; and we 


_ . © are of the ſame Belief, And this 


L 

being Part of What was upon my 
* Mind: at that Time. Another 
*. Thing that followed was, that at- 
* ter Chriſt Jeſus aſcended up on high, 


he gave Gifts unto Men, ſome A- 
_ © poſtles;:ſome Prophets, fome Evan. 


* geliſts, c. Read the 4th Chapter 


© the Unity of the Faith, and the Knows 
fe 
* fetk Aan, unto the Meaſure vf the 
Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift, 
* ſaith: the Apoſtle.. And the fame 
* Apoſtle writing to the Corinthians 
in Chapter 12th, concerning the Di- 
* verfities.of Gifts, but the fame Spi- 
* rit; ſaith, that 4 Maniſe ſlation of 
* the Spirit it given to every Man 10 
* profu withal; and this makes good 
the Words of our Lord and Sa- 
* visur to his Diſciples, Fobu Chap. 

| * 16, 
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*16, Nevertheleſs (ſaith he) I tel! 
you the Truth, it is expedient for 
you that I go away; for if 1 go not 

* away, the Comforter will not come 
* unto you: But if I depart, I will 
* ſend him unto yon; and when he is 
* come, be will reprove the World of 

« Sin, of ru hls xr and of Fudg- 
nent, &c. and will guide you into 

all Truth. And ſeeing that which 
is to be known of God is manife- 

* ſt?d in Man, God hath ſhewed it 

* unto them, as in Romans, Chap. 1. 


it is our Meſſage to you and all 


© People where-ever we come or go, 
to direct all to the Spirit of Truth, 
© that convinceth of Sin, as afore- 
© ſaid, and leads into all Truth. 
* And this is the Word nigh even in 
* thy Heart and thy Mouth, Romans 
© Chap. 10. which the Apoftle prea- 
* ched, and that every one that hath 
an Ear immight hear what the Spi- 


_ * rit ſaith, is no new Doctrine, for 


* as many as are led by the Spirit of 
* God, they are the Sons of God, 


Aon. Chap. 8. Ver. 14. And why 
4 0 we 
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* we ſhould be reviled and abuſed for 
* Exhorting People that have belie- 
ved in God, and in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
* be led by the Holy Spirit of God, 
* ſo as that thereby they may work 
* out their own Salvation with Fear 
© and Trembling, do ye judge: And 
* tho* we have been Unchriftianly 
treated by you once and again, yet 
* we do ſuppoſe you know us not, 
* and therefore we-can pray and ſay 
in Reality, Lord, forgive them, they 
* know not what they do; for all that 
have perſecuted God's People in 
* every Age, ſuch was their Blind- 
© neſs and Hardneſs of Heart, that 
— knew them not, as they were 

ily concenned on the Lord's 

© It would be too tedions to go 
* back to the Days of the Patriarchs 
* and Prophets, and ſpeak of the 
_* Blindneſs of the Sodomites, and the 
Hard- heartedneſs of the Jews 
* mention'd in the Lamentation of 
our Lord and Saviour over Feruſa- 


en, who killed the Prophets, and 
* Koned 


c 
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* ſtoned them that were ſent unto 
them, untill the Day of their Vi. 
ſitatien was over, and the Things 
belonging to their Peace. were hid | 
from them; but to come a little | 
nearer tothe Day and Time, when | 
our Lord and Saviour appeared in 
the prepared Body to do the Will of 
his Father, as the Prophets had 
propheſied of him; Tho" he 
wronght the Works which no other 
could do, yet how few were there 
that believed in him; neither did 
many of the learned. Jene, nor wiſe 
Seribes and Phariſect, know him as 
4 he was the Lord of Life and Glory, 
| * otherwiHe they would nat have cru- 
| + cifted him, — put him to open 
Shame; neither did they. know 
© Holy-Szephon whom they ran upon; 
* and ſtoned to Death; | neither. did 
: Faul while he was Saul, and brought 
up at the Feet of Gemobel, exqeed- 
ing many in Learning and Zeal, 
$-know. the Believers in Chriſt Jeſas, 
but had his Commiſſion from the 
High Prieſts to * all bound to 
= © Feruſalem ; 
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© Jeruſalem, and perſecuted the true 
* Charch with great Severity, until 
* the Lord appear'd unto him by 
* the Way, ſaying, Saul, Saul, why 
* perſecuteſt thou me? And ſuch was 
* the Ignorance when Fear fell upon 
+ him, that he cryed, Lord ! who art 
bon? And not to ſpeak of the 
© Perſecutions under the Roman Em- 
* -perors, who knew not the Lord's 
* People as they were truly his, and 
© ſo perſecnted them as Deluded and 
- © Hereticks; but to come to the 
* Martyrs Day and Time, who were 
* peeſecuted by ſuch as profeſſed 
* Chriſtianity, under the Name of 
being Guilty of Hereſy and Delu- 
* ſion, when they were never able 
to prove it, and yet uſed all man- 
ner of Severity againſt them, whach 
plainly ſhews they knew them not 
as they were the Lord's Witneſſes 
upon Earth, counted worthy zor 
* only ta believe, but alſo 10 ſuffer for 
* bis Name ſake: And to come 2 
little nearer alſo, to the Profeflors 
in New. England, which is ſcarce an 

Age 
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«Ape paſt, who uſed fuch Severity 
© to dur Friends there, that they 
© hariged three Men and a Woman, 
and others they whipt, and beat 
© ſeverely, and ſome had their Ears 
© cut off, whereas nothing was ever 
< yet proved againſt them by the 
Teſtimony of the Holy Scripture, 
that will render them unſound ei- 
ther in Faith or Principle; all 
* which Severity ſhews thoſe Profel- 
« ſors in New England to be of the 
* ſame Spirit that crucifh-d Chriſt, 
* ſtoned Stephen, and murdered the 
* Martyrs; and tho' a Cloud of 


* Witneſſes may be brought out of 


* the Holy Scripture and Church 
« Hiſtories, to prove that it was the 
© Birth born after the Fleſh -that 
« perſecuted the Birth born after the 
Spirit; yet where do we read in 
the Goſpel. Diſpenſation, that the 
true Church, the Bride, the Lamb's 
Wife, uſed Violence to any People 
as you have done to us theſe two 
Times; and though this laſt Time 
they were not ſo ſevere in * 

ry 
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of us; yet the like Severity in 
throwing an innocent People over 
a Brow, as tho' they had been 
caſting Sheep into a Water, not re- 
garding Old nor Young, without 
any juſt Occaſion, hath not been 
often known ; and one 1n perform- 
ing a Religious Duty, which is, zo 
pray every where jring up _ 
Hands unto God, was violently pul- 
© led off his Knees, and dragged 


ww: A 


© through the River where the Ford 


* was deepeſt z and amongſt them 
that were ſevere, there was thy 
Man the Clerk, and Scnoolmaſter, 
(as People ſaid) which, if fo, ſhews 
no good Government in thy Fa- 
emily: Now ſeeing it hath been 
© the Advice of good Men not to 
judge others before they hear 
them, all that we deſire of thee is, 
© to ſearch us throughly both by 
* Word and Writingz and I do not 
doubt but when thou comeſt to 
© know us, as we are, thou'lt be 
* made to ſay, as ſome of thy Bre- 


* thren have been, that never came 
* to 
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to be of our Society, Te are not ſuch 
* Feople as ye are repreſented to be, 

A few Lines from thee is defired, 
hoping thou wilt be charitable for 
* the future concerning us: To love 
Ene mies, is an incumbent Duty; 
and here we deſire to remain. 


By a Lover of Truth and Righteouſnefs, 
Chriſtopher Story. 


The 26th Day of the 6th Month, 
1701, this foregoing Paper was read 
publickly amongſt them, in the 
Hearing of many (as I am informed) 
and after divers Conſultations about 
It, at laſt they concluded, to anſwer 
by Silence would be beſt. | 

Some Time after we had a Meet- 
ing at the ſame Place, and no Di- 
ſturbance, but they. uſed their En- 
deavours privately to perſwade the 
People not to come to the Meeting, 
but as to Words or Writing weve 


pretty quiet. «+ 
The END of bis own Narrative. 


Having 
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AVING carefully colleQed 
the foregoing Sheets out of 
the Papers of this our worthy Friend; 
and no farther Account appearmg 
among them of any Thing particu- 
larly relating to himſelf for many 
Years together, it is a Demonſtration 
to us, that his Concern has been ra- 
ther to leave to ſucceeding Times the 
| way and Manner how Truth firſt 
brake in upon this barren Country, 
(which at that Time was like a Wil- 
derneſs as to the Knowledge of God) 
than to give a Journal of his own 
Services therein, which were not a 
few in the Church in his Day; 
there being many remaining Witneſ- 
ſes of his great Diligence and Ap- 
plication in the Strengthning, En- 
couraging, and Confirming of the 
Churches in this our Country, where 
his Service was truly great, and a- 
mong whom he was honourably 
eſteemed, being as a tender Father 
and a faithful Watchman over the 
Flock of Chriſt, that nothing might 
get in among or prevail over them 
E that 
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that might prove hurtful, and hin- | 
der the Proſperity of the Work of | 
Regeneration. 1 

And the Lord having favoured 1 2 
him with a good Underſtanding and | 
peculiar Talent in the Diſcipline of 
the Church, he was careful and ve- 


| 
ry diligent to exerciſe the ſame, to . 
the Comfort of God's People; and | 


His Labour among them was in much 
Plainneſs and Sincerity, being very | 
tender over the Weak, but zealous | 
againſt the Wilfull and Stubborn, to 40 
whom he was often a Terrour. | 
And as he was favour'd allo with l 
2 good Underſtanding in Temporal 
Affairs, in Moral and Civil Rights, | 
he was often employ'd in that good | 
Work of Ending Differences, and | 


utting a Period to Strife among 
is Neighbours of other Communi- 
ties, and with great Succeſs; often Wi! 


pleaſing both Parties; which is not 
frequent under common Manage- 4 
ment. * 
And tho' he has given but little | f 
Account of his Services abroad in 


this 
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this Collection, yet he often viſited 
the Churches in divers Parts of this 
Nation, as likewiſe in Tre/and and 
Scotland, as is well remember'd by 
many; and being frequently at the 


Yearly Meetings at London, attending 


the Service there, he commonly ſpent 
much Time in Viſiting Friends in 
ſeveral Counties on ſuch Occaſtons, 
in his going up and returning, | 
And in the latter Part of his 


Time, it became much his Concern 


to appoint Meetings in freſh Places, 
in which he was often very ſervice- 
able, his Teſtimony being not only 
living and powerful, but plain, per- 
tinent, and well adapted to various 
States, much tending to the Opening 
of the Underſtandings of People in 
Things relating to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, as well in Principle and Do- 
ctrine as Practice. And his Beha- 
viour and Conduct, not only at ſuch 
Times, but at all Times, was in ſach 
Mildneſs and Gravity, that it greatly 
adorned and confirmed his Teſtimo- 


ny; fo that we have Reaſan to be- 
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lieve, that his Labour of Love had 
good Effects. But as the Lord, in all 
Ages of the World, hath ever call'd 
Home his faithful Servants, in the 
Fullneſs of his own good Time, to 
reward them with peaceable and glo- 
rious Habitations on his own right 
Hand for ever, it pleaſed him to vi- 

fit this our dear Friend with a lin- 
gering Sickneſs about the Seventy 
ſecond Year of his Age, which gra- 
dually waſted his natural Strength; 
during all which Time, he neverthe- 
leſs, diligently attended the Meeting 
to which he belonged: But tho' his 
Outward Man decayed, as 1s the 
way of all Fleſh, yet his Inner Man 
was ſtrong in the Lord, as appeared 
in publick Manner, by the many 
living and comforting Teſtimonies 
he bare during his Bodily Weakneſs, 
And tho? there are not any of his 
Sayings, in the Time of his Illneſs, 


collected, yet many can ſay, that ex- 


cellent Things dropt from his Lips, 
on divers Occaſions, and that he was 


ſurely one of thoſe (as appear'd _ 
is 


| 
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his own Mouth) that had Hope (in 
the Lord) in the Time of his Death, 


which happen'd at his own Houſe at 


Righead on the 6th Day of the 11th 
Month, 1720, and his Body was in- 
terr'd in our Burying-Place adjacent, 
on the 8th Day of the ſame ; on Occa- 
ſion whereof was a large Congrega- 
tion of Friends and others, where the 
Lord was pleaſed to engage ſome of 
his Servants in living Teſtimonies 
to his Truth, and Way of Life, and 
Salvation by Chriſt our Saviour; 
through whom to God the Father of 
all, be attributed and aſcribed all 


Dominion and Praiſe, as alone wor- 


thy now and for ever. 


Robert Latimer, 
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2» 


Several EPIST LES 


Chriſtopher Story: 


His WIFE; 


Written in his Abſence from Home 
on Truth's Service. 


Edinburgh, the 13th Day of the 
ioth Month, 1680. 


Dear Wife, 
Y Love in that which is un- 
changeable and unalterable is 


-unto thee and my dear Children, 
with a true Defire and Breathing in 


my Heart for your Preſervation and 
Well- 


- 
— 
. 
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| Well-being every Way, but eſpeci-- 
ally in the bleſſed Truth of our God, 
for we are made ſenſible that all 

Things here that can be enjoyed ap- 

1 pertaining to this Life, will vaniſh: 

and come to an End; but to know 

2 Well-being in the Lord, who is 

* without Beginning of Days, or End 

| of Years, whoſe Kingdom is from 

| Everlaſting to Everlaſting World 
| 

| 


without End, this is precious; and 
bleſſed and happy are all they who 
have received the Promiſe and Ear- 
neſt of this Inheritance, and ever- 
| laſting Well-being- in their ,own 
| i Hearts; they have more Cauſe to- 
| rejoyce and be exceeding glad, than 
they that enjoy the Increaſe of Corn, 
Wine, and Oyl, or any Thing that's 
viſible. And now dear and loving: 
Wife, thou having through Well 
Z doing and Obedience to thy Maker, 
8 received in thy Meaſure, the Earneſt 
| and Promiſe of Everlaſting Life, if 
thou abide faithful: O dear Wife! 
continue faithful, for the Lord who 
hath promiſed, he will certainly 
"þ F 4 | perform, 
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-perform, for his Promiſes are all Tea 
and Amen for ever, unto all that 
walk before him with an upright 


Heart; ſo dear Wife, I cannot ex- 
Pre ſs fully the Love that is in my 


Heart unto Thee, my Children, Fa- 


tber and Mother, and my dear 


Friends in the Truth; yet this I ex- 
preſly write, that thou take no Care 
for me, but let thy Care and Con- 
cern he to ſerve the Lord with all 
thy Heart, and let him have the 


chbiefeſt Room there, that ſo the Lord 


may delight to abide with thee; and 


that thou, throngh the daily Enjoy- 


ment of his Preſence, mayſt have 


Cauſe to rejoyce, and by living Ex- 
perience ſay, In his Preſence there is 
Fullneſs of Joy, and at his right Hand 


there is Pleaſure for evermore. And 


ſo, dear Wife, at this preſent I am 


well every Way, bleſſed be the Lord; 
J have had a proſperous Journey hi- 
therto; I am now, for ought I know, 


clear of the Weſt, I have ſeen Friends 


for the moſt part, and I could not paſs 


was 


by four Friends in the Weſt, which 


| 
= 
| 
| 
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was near forty Miles out of my Way, 
and was well refreſhed to ſee them, 


and I had the Company of two good 


Friends, to wit, Hugh Wood and John 


Hart; and being at this Meeting 


laſt Firſt - Day, where were many good 
Friends, we had a comfortable Meet- 
ing; and truly, dear Wife, I can ſay 
to the Praiſe of the Lord, as I am 
found diligent in waiting upon him, 
the Lord is near me to my Com- 
fort and great Encouragement, bleſ- 
ſed be his Name for ever. I am now 
intended, if the Lord enable me 
with Health and Liberty, to go for 
the North ſhortly; ſo with my Love 
once more to Thee, my Father and 
Mother, and to my Children, and 
Friends and Relations, as tho* I 
named them one by one, for truly 
it would take up a deal of Paper to 
make Mention of all whom my 
Love in the Truth is dearly unto, 
hoping that all the honeſt-hearted are 


ſenſible ot my Love, as I am of 


theirs; in Remembrance of which 
Love, my Heart has been broken, 
F 5 | and 
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and my Spirit bowed before the 
Lord many Times, which Love I 


pray God may increaſe and 'grow 
amongſt us for ever. | 

And now dear Wife, let thy Care 
be great over my Children, and tell 
them, as they will anſwer me, that 
they be obedient to thee their Mo- 
ther in all Things; and let my Son 
Richard know, that I deſire him not 
to go abroad in the Night time, but 
keep at Home, and be obedient to 
thee, and loving, and a good Ex- 
- ample to the reſt of the Children; 

and if it pleaſe God that I may re- 
turn in Safety, it will be my Care 
to reward according to their Do- 
Ings. 

This being the moſt at preſent from 
him who is thy ever loving Husband, 


Cbriſtepber Story. 


Briſtol, 


E 


Briſtol, the zoth of the ↄth 


Dear and Loving Wife, 
N that Love and Life which is 
ſtronger than Death, where the 
Souls of a Remnant aſcend over all 
unto God, delighting themſelves in 
his Preſence, do I very dearly ſalute 


thee, and recommend thee unto the 
Lord, in whom our Life and Breath» 


ing is, whoſe Preſence is every 


where, and always ready to do good. 
unto his that truly and ſincerely 


love, and wait upon him; I know 
unto ſuch his Mercies drop as the 
Dew, and his Kindneſs as the ſmall 


Rain, to the Watering of every 
ſmall Plantation that is his, that 
through all that is here below, the- 


Mind may be centered and wholly 
gathered info the weighty Seed, 


which is ſufficient to preſerve us all 


unto the Kingdom of Reſt and Peace 


with the Lord, where all the Holy 


Ancients inhabit: And now the 
F 6 Day 
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Day of our Eſpouſing being come, 
wherein the Lord is Betrothing ma- 
ny unto himſelf for this End, that 
we may partake of this Glory and 
Holy Habitation where the Angels 
dwell, and the melodious Harmony 
of the Faithful, and Songs of ever- 
laſting Joy, will be a Sacri- 


 fice more acceptable than that 
of Sweet Incenſe: In the Beholding 


of which glorious Day that is ap- 
proaching, many are made to bow 
down in Spirit, and ſay, Worthy, 


worthy art thou, O God, who li ve for 
ever, to rule, and reign, and have Do- 
” mimon in the Hearts of thy Children, 
for the Lamb that was ſlam is alive, 


and we live by bim. Becauſe of 
which, my Soul rejoyces at this 


Time, and makes me ſay with Re- 


verence and holy Fear, G/ory to God 


on High, and to the Lamb who lies 
' for ever, And dear Wite, unto a 
Senſe of this preſs daily to gather 


our Children; and I intreat thee he 
as a Watchwoman over them for 


| Good, that the Lord our God, who 


hath 


every one with a Portion of his 
Spirit as they are faithful. Give 
the Remembrance of my dear Love 


cerning me I know will be great; 


Things have been well upon our 


the Lord the Praiſe, who is the Fil- 


nour and Glory now and for ever. 
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hath bleſſed vs, may bleſs onr Chil- 
dren; and though I am ſeparated 
for a Time, I am not unmindful of 
you in my Prayers; neither am I 
doubtful, but the Lord will bleſs 


to my Father and Mother, and to 
all my dear Children, whom I pray 
God he may bleſs. Your Care con- 


but by this know IJ am very well 
every Way, for which I bleſs the 
Lord. We are now at Briſtol, and 
after we purpoſe to London, to be 
there about the Time ealled Chriſt- 
mas; © I deſire to hear from you. 
We have had a ſweet Paſſage, and 


Account. It is our Duty to give 
ler of our Cups, to whom be Ho- 
Amen. Give the Remembrance of 
my Love to my dear Brother Chri- 


ſtepber Taylor, Andreu Graham, both 
Milian 
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William Grahams and their Wives, and 
all other my faithful Friends, and to 
my Neighbouas and Relations, as 
though named, wha deſire to hear 
from me, not forgetting once more 
my Duty to my Father and Mother, 
Love to thy ſelf, and all our Dear 
Children, the Lord be with you all, 
faith my Soul, Amen. 


Chriſtopher Story. 


Newcaſtle the 11th of rhe 
gth Month, 1692. 


Dear and Loving Wife, 

HIS comes to acquaint thee; I 
| am very well, bleſſed be the 
Lord; And have had a peaceable 
Journey to my great Satisfaction and 
Comfort, and I can ſay though alone, 
I have not wearied, for Friend's Love 
hath been ſuch, that after the firſt- 
Day's Journey, I have not often wan- 
ted Company beyond my Expedtati- 
on, I had a drawing in my Mind to 

Glaſgow 


F 
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Glaſgow, to be there the firſt-Day after 
I went from Home, and preſſing for- 
| ward, viſited Friends by the Way; 
4 when I came there, I met with An- 
| drew Feffrey and Fobn Hall of Aber- 
| 


deen: We had t he greateſt Mee - 

ting of Friends, that ever we have 
heard hath been in that Place, and 

| _- hadit peaceable to all our Comforts, 
till near the Concluſion, and then one 

of the Magiſtrates with other Officers, 
diſperſed us, but they offered little 

; Abuſe, only mocked and ſcoffed us, 
} but it being the firſt-Day would not 
ſtone us: we ſtay'd in Glaſgow all Night, 
and without any Diſturbance left the 
Town, and being ſeveral Friends in 
Company, took Meetings by the Way, 
till we came to Edinburgh, to their 
Quarterhj Meeting, where we had ſe- 
| veral precious Meetings to our great 
Comfort, ſeveral Friends being there 
from divers Parts of the Nation: _. 
remained in Edinbureb till the firſt- 
"F Day was over, ſo ſet forward viſiting 
Friends Meeting at Re/ſo aud Otter- 
burn, and Yeſternight came hither ; 


1 


— — 
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1 intend (God willing) to viſit mofl of 


the Meetings in B:/hoprick, J am like- 
ly to come through tome of the Dales 
in Torkſhire, and fo to;Weſtmorland : 
Dear Wife, I would not have Thee 
think long for me, or be any other- 
wiſe concerned for me, farther than 
the Truth allows, which 1s on this 
wiſe, that our only Delight may be in 
the Lord, for it is hither the Rzgbre- 
ons are gathered, knowing aſſuredly 
that all other Joys and Comforts will 
- vaniſhand fadeaway as in a Moment, 

therefore let us be joyned tothe Lord, 

in the one Spirit, and be betroth'd un- 
to him in Righteoufneſs, where the 
Aboundinęs of the Love are known, 
and the Refreſhing Streams of his 
Kindneſs are plentifully drunk off, for 
though Wife may be near unto Hul- 
band, and Huſband near unto Wife, 
yet the Lord is all in all to his Peo- 

ple, he is known to be more than all 
to a Remnant; And here it is ſtill, in 
the Lord, that we can rightly enjoy 


one another, and bleſs his Name when 


we are together, and when we are 
ſeparated 


1 

ſeparated one from another, for the 
Lord is opening the Underſtandings 
of his People, to ſee that the Day is 
upon us, that they that marry are to 
be as though they married not, and 
they that poſſeſs, as though they poſ- 
ſeſſed not, therefore the Lord is at 
work in the Hearts of his People, to 
wean them from having their chiefeſt 
Delight, in that whch is fading & viſi- 
ble, and to ſet it on that which is invifi - 
ble, where the juſt ſhine as the Firma- 
ment, and the Faithful ever be as the 
Angels of God, married to the Lamb for 


eye and ever. And all that are rightly 
come to the Dawning of this Day in 
their own Particulars, where a Taſt of 


this Glory is embrac'd, which will 
make all the Upright in Heart ſay, one 


— wih the. Lord, is as aThouſand Tears, 
an 


a Thouſand Tears à but one Day. 

It is the Senſe of theſe Things which 
is as unſpeakable Joys ſet before the 
Eyes of the Faithful, that makes 
many deny themſelyes, from the En- 
Joyment of thoſe Things that may 
be near and dear unto them, and as the 
Apple 
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Apple of their Eye: Therefore the 
Mark being before, O that we may 
ever keep here, where we are more 
and more ſenſible of the glorious Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, to thine upon our 
Tabernacles, then ſhall we witneſs 
the Morning Stars toſing together, and 
the Sons of God to ſhout for Joy; and | 
here the Smiles of his Countenance - 
are known, where many are ſaying 
in their Hearts, I am my Beloved's 
and my Beloved is mine, and it is hi- 
ther the Lord hath brought & is bring- * 
ing his Lambs to Reſt, where he is 
Feeding his Flocks in the pleaſant Val- 
| 


lies, beſide the Still Waters, where 

the Voice of the Turtle is heard, and 

the Roſe of Sharon blofloms, and calts. *|4 
a ſweet Smell, the Lord preſerve the, 
my Dear Wife, with all my Dear 
Children here, then will you be an 
Honour to the Lord, and a Joy and 
Comfort one unto another, ſo ſhall 
your Praiſe ſpring as a Kiver, and 
your Righteouſneſs be as the Waves 
of the Sea: And it is my daily Tra- 


vel, that Sion may ariſe and ſhine 
in. 
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In her Ancient Beauty, and Jeruſa- 
lem may be the Praiſe of the whole 
Earth, and that the Knowledg: of 
the Lord may cover the Earth as the 


Waters covers the Seas, that God over 


all may beexalted, who is, Praiſe- wor- 
thy, now and for ever, I am in great 


Haſte, but deſire to have my very dear 


Love remembred to my Father and Mo- 
ther and all my dear Children as if na- 
med, and Love to all Friends that may 
inquire after me, not forgetting my 


Love to thy ſelf, I reſt thy ever Lo- 
ving Huſband, 


| Chriftepher Story 


The 13th of the 1th Month, 1699. 


My. Dear Wife | 
HINE I received dated the 
5th of this Inſtant, and was 
glad of that Salutation of true and 
unfeigned Love, that, I had a Senſe 


of, flowed forth from Thee, and Son 


Thomas, and Daughter Mary, and I 
do not doubt but Rachel, Chriſtopher, 


and AbigarPs is rhe fame to me, 


though 
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though they cannot expreſs it: 


Tour Love to me affected my Heart 


with true Tenderneſs, and I can do no 


leſs than return the Lord the Praiſe, 


for his preſent Nearneſs in my Ab- 
ſence: And let this be your greateſt 


Comfort, that you are of the Num- 
ber of his Lambs, whom he is car- 


Tying in his Arms: And though ye 
be but Children, yet as Iniquity is 


turned from, ſpiritual Comforts will 
drop in your Way, that whatever 


your Exerciſes be, the Sweetneſs of 
the Love of God 3s ſuch, that it 
will bear up over all, that neither 
Heighths nor Depiiis, Things pre- 
ſent nor Things to come, Prin- 
cipalities nor Powers, Life nor 
Death, ſhall ever be able to ſeparate 
from that Love which is enjoyed in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And here I am glad 
to feel thee, my dear Wife, and my 


Children, where God's Banner, which 
is Love, is over you; the Dew of 
Heaven reſt upon you all the Night 
long, that when you awake the Lord 
may ſtill be with you; and no 


doubt 
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doubt but this will engage you more 
and more to keep your Morning 
Watch unto the Lord; and this 1s 
the Way to take Root ing downward, 
ſo will you be made to bring forth 
Fruit upward; and then there will 
not only be a receiving of the 
Truth by Tradition, and ſo go to 


Meetings becauſe others go, which 


is well ſo far, but there will be a 
receiving the Truth in the Love of 
it; and that Liberty and Freedom 
which the Spirit of Truth leads into, 


| ye will more and more witneſs ; 


and here as you witneſs that holy 
Birth brought forth in you, by the 
Overſhadowings of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and fo Chriſt to live and reign in 
you, of the Increaſe of whoſe Govern- 
ment and Peace there ſhall be no 
End; here is the Reſurrection of 
the [Juſt known, where they that do 
well enter into Life, when they that 
do evil remain in Death: Preſs after 


thoſe Things that make for Peace, 


ſo will you come to know, that it is 


not the Proteſlors barely, but it is 
they 
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they that are come to a living Poſ- 
ſeſhon of the Truth, that have Cauſe 
to admire the loving Kindneſs of 
God, over and above what they have 
ſeen or heard from others; the true 


Brokenneſs of Heart and Contrition 
of Spirit of all the Faithful, is 


ſach, that none can bind them 


up, er add to their Joy, but the 
Lord. The Lord eſpouſe thee, my 
dear Wife, and you my Children to 
himſelf; on this wiſe hath been for 
many Years, and ſtill is my earneſt 


Defire, that the Marriage-Day of 


the Lamb ye may know, where you 
are ſtanding upon Mount Sion, the 
Earth being under your Feet, looſe 
to all Things, only joyned to the 
Lord, here the Heart is filled with 
true Knowledge, as the Waters co- 
ver the Sea. So to him that is the 
Autbor, and will be the Finiſher, 
do I recommend you for Counſel 
and Wiſdom, that he may have the 
Praiſe, who 1s the firſt, and will be 
the laſt, in the carrying on this 
great Work of Regeneration, to "_ 
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be the Honour and Glory now. and 


for ever. Amen. 
[+ I and Companion are both well, 


and intend next Third-Day to leave 
4 this City. It may be in little more 
* than three Weeks ye may expect us: 

I could write much, but Time will 
not admit. My dutiful Reſpects to 
my Father and Mother; my Love 
to my Friends and Neighbours, my 
\ dear Love to thee, my Wife, and 
' Children; and fo farewell. 
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